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Ecclefiaftical Authority : 


Power in the CyuRcn, to a Divine Right 
in the Ele#jon of Biſbops ; 


To the Invalidity of Lay Deprivations ; 


To the Inſeparable Relation of a Bisyoy to 
his See ; | 


To an Obligation of continuing Commus- 
nion with che Deprived Biſhops ; 


And ſeveral other Things relating to the 
Nonjurors Separation from our Cavur cn, 


are particularly and imparrtially Examined. 
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= HE many ——__ and dan- 
' gerous Practices of 'the Romiſh 
"Clergy under'the-Pretence of 
an exempt Juriſdiction, and ary 


"Authority Independent on che 
chit Power : cauſed the Governors of our 


CxuRCH to take that Dodrine into their 
ſerious Conſideration; ar the Beginning of 
our Reformation; and in'our xxxva* 
Article they have determined and- fectled | ic 
thus : That the Dveen's Hojeſty, for this 
was done in Queen” Elizabeth's Time, bath 
rbe chief Power in thit Realm of England, ond 


l orber bir Dominions j ants whom the 
B | Govern» 
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Government of all Eſtates of this Realm whether 
they be Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, in all Cauſes doth 
appertain. And then to avoid Offence, and. 
prevent MiſconſtruRtions, as 'the Queen had: 
declared inher Injundtions, ſo the faid eAr- 
tele, thus explaits the. forementioned Doc- 
trine. We give not hereby to our Princes the mi- 
niſtring either of God's Word, or of the Sacraments ; | 
but only that Prerogativve which we. ſee to have 
been 'given always to all; godly Princes in Holy 
Scripture by God Himſelf ; that they ſhould rule 
all Eſtates. and Degrees of Men committed to 

- their Charge by God, whether they be Eccleſjaſti- 
cal or Temporal. And this was: ſo confirmed 
by the Canons in the Beginning of King 
"Fames I's Reign, that. .if the Authority of 
qur Cxv R-cH, might be admitted to be. deci- 

tive in this- Matter, we ſee plainly what that 
was, and. is.  But.the giving ſo much Juriſ- 
diction to-Princes over Eccleſcofticsl Perſons in 
Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes\and eAffairs, is complain- 
ed of by ſome among us as an Encroachment, 
anda dangerous! Compliance ;; an enſaving 
Principle, which controuls the. Powers of the 
Crv'cn,that,as they ſay, ought to be 
w_—y_ and Independent. ..._ 

:T #15 Point' then, not being, ſucceſsfully 
enough determined bythe declared Judgment 
of our-CHURCA in, Her eArcicles and Canons; 

muſt, 


© RccresASrTiICAtt AUTHORITY. 


8 - miſt, ir- ſeems, -be brought under a: farther 
| Examination. And ir muſt be:conſidered not 
- only as a Subje&t-of Debate and Speculation, 
- but, acthis Time, ic is-become a Matter of 
* the greateſt Moment / and Importance -to 
our Peace both in Cyuuvzxcrand Star. 
All the Enemies of the late-happy R = v ox 1/- 
TION, are gone into the Defence of that In- 
| dependent Authority 3 'to fay nomore- And all 
- thoſe other Notions and. Opinions whereby 
_ the Now-jurors would vindicace their Separaci- 
on from/the Communion of-our Cxvxcn, 

are built upon this Foundation,: Ant 1cwilt 
| notbe eaſy. to make chem ſenſible, that chis 
W their Separation is Unjuſtifiable 'and Wrong; 
= if this Claim be allowed good..: On the ather 

Hand, if it can be proved, That the Cyurcn 


' has no ſuchexempr, and-independent Autho- 
- rity; as is-precended;; we-ſhall ſtrike ar che 
very Root of their untoward- Principles and 
| Proceedings, In qur Pet inco- this 
F Marter, 
" 3; Tre firſt Thing: that: occurs to 'our 
Obſervation, is, That.the {STATE is: found: 
' in the aRual and full Poſſeſſion of Authority 
|. ayer al their SubjeRs,- and in all Aﬀairs 
' Whatſgever, . antecedently -to;the Cnuncn's: 
Cary. We. are nog born Prigſts,' as we are 
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-born Subjects; but-aretnade fuch apon.4 ſuf- 
haenr Maturity of Age j ad. are therefore 
to confider whar Share »ef Aurhoriry | the 


| Prince loſes over any of his: SubjeAs'upon 


cheir Admiſſion into Holy Otders'; und what 
is the Foundatiowof 'the pretended Charige, 
And as to ita! we nates be fails, 


2; Tnat there i Kothing i in wha} Ret. 
pion to be pleaded as the Ground of fachan 
Exemption or. Tndependency/ + Por nccord- 
ing to that, Kings had a Right &v'thePrieft- 
hood alſo, and were: the 'utidoubred ſupreme 
Judges and Determiners of alt Aﬀairs.” /Hel- 
chiſedech ard "Fetbro, | we all Ktiow, were 
fuch. *Nor Uoesvir:! appear,” that there ever 
was any Separation'of the Eccleſiaſtical Au- 
thority from' the” Temporal, before'the Mo- 
faic Diſpenfation, which was Type bf the 
Evangelical; "and conſequently” fo Room 
for 'any' Debates: 'of 'Diſputes of this Na- 
cure in the firſt Natural State of Mankind. 
It muſt therefore all be laid in Divine Re- 
velation and- Inſtitution. From © whence I 
think it plainly follows, | 


:'$- Thirdly. Tear if the Cyvrcn has any 
Right to fuch''an exempt and indepen- 


for *Aurhority 'as "is now pleaded” for, it 
er4c muſt 
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tilt be founded on that Divine Commiiflion 
. which Crr1sr gave to his Apoſtles/und their 
Succeffors,and by thetn ro hisCrurcnt to the 
'  Bd(6f the World. The Way then to know 
Whit thete -is co be {aid for ſach'a "Cliim/is. 
#6 eorifider well 'the Contents-of that Com<- 
miſſion which muſt be looked on asthe-greaz 
Chatter of che Goſpel; upon which” all "Het 
. apptopriaced Righes #nd Privileges, Her Au- 
- thority and Powers, Her Imitntniries and 


Pranchiſes are buile: *The'Subſtance then of 
Cans t's Corfitniflion rohis Apoſtles was, 


Thar they ſhould makt Proſehtes of «ll Nations 
by Preaching God's Word ; that they thould 
Baptizt then, and by that Sacrament” admit 
themitico/Thrif's Chnreh ; that*chiey 'ſhowld 
afterwards irnftrud and: erain themup/in'the 
PureChiiſtiat'Wotſhipand Holitiels;,”and in 
that Worſhip commemorate Cirki5r's Death 
In the Eucharift, accordingico his Inftirution + 
bind Offetiders, Jooſt Penitents,: ak By <Otr- 
daititng Minifters make #n effe2tily Provifion 
For the perpertial* Cominuance' & this Mini- 
Riry Which Canisr Hasthus conttnltte@cb7em, 
4 rhe "End of rhe World; according” toHis: 'Kþ- 
poinrmenr, 50 thit Precching and Performing 
Divine Service in the Worſhip of Gov 3" Atmi- 
piftring the Satraments ; infliting forts 
as paſting Sentence” upon *enormous Sin- 
ners ; 


Matth. 
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Joh. XX. 
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ners;' Abſolving the Penitent from ſack! Sen” 
rences and-'Ordaiving Miniſtets. | Theſe: and 
whatever other Particulars of Miniſtration in 
the Divine, Offices of : Religion, are bythe 
ſpecial Commiſſion of Cur1sr in any Part of 
it, appropriated to the Spiritual Governors 
of the Cxvgcn, become thereby, the Peculiar 
ſacred Powers. of the:Chriſtian Prieſthood: 
Concerning all which it is allow'd and grant- 
ed,. . 1. That the Crxuxcy does not derive 
Her. Authority to the Execution of them 
from..any Temporal Powers or Potentates; 
but from Jzs vs Cxr1sT alone by the fore- 
mentioned, Divine Commilſlion. ; 2. Fhat as 
they were-.not , originally derived from, ſo 
neither can they be taken away, or made to 
ceaſe by any ſecular Authorities whatſoever. 
3: That neicher; can. any ſecular Powers of 
themſelves execute theſe Divine- and Holy 
Offices.: The very End and Reaſon of taking 
cheſe Holy Offices out of the Hands of che 
ſecular Powers, who before had. executed 
them, and of veſting them in a diſtin Set or 
Ocder of Men, till requires that they ſhould 
continue ſo ſeparated. | And conſequently, 
all the Powers ſpecify'd in Czx1s 1's Com- 
miſfhon, arethe limitted and appropriated Pow- 
ers, Which, belong to the Spiritual Govern» 
ours of the Cav xk CH alone ; and which na 
x T empoy 
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Temporal Potentates can take upon them to 


execute; without. breaking .in upon Curisr's 
Iofticution, and ſubverting the very Ends and. 
Reaſons. of their, original Separation... And, 
refore, if no more, had been. intended by 
the: Independent Authority of  CarasT's Church 
in.the Execution. of their Prieſtly Office than 
this, That they who derived not. this Autho- 
rity from. the State,..could not have. ic taken 
away. by them ; and. that the ſecular Pow-. 
ersare by.CnRr1s T's Commiſlion excluded 
from che Performance of all the. Divine Of-- 
fices ſpecify'd in it.; The Church of England 
has declared Her Judgment in Favour of ſuch 
a Claim; and we ſhould have encred into 
no Diſputes againſt it. | 

Rvr then, he,who himſelf has no Anthori- 
ty to baptize,niay yet, be a competes Fudge of 
| the Care and Fidelicy of thoſe who do. And 

| he who has no Power to adminiſter the Sacra- 
; ment of the Lord's- Supper, or to ordain Mi- 
| niſters, may. yet be capable of taking Cog- 
nizance of the Negleds, and of the Miſ- 
carriages committed in. thoſe Performances. 
So thar_it is one Thing to miniſter in the 
Holy Offices and Service of the Church ; and 
another to have Rule and Covarmmment and 
a judicial Cognizance of the Care, Fidelicy,, 
and good or evil Condu& of thoſe who do, 
This leads me to conſider, | 2. 


As LITIYT Wd 


"wy 
"OE IF". 


—_— 


* 2: Twar beſides ths enki in Ho- 
ly- Offices, _ the Power of 'the Keys and Or- 
dination, there are other Powers and” Au- 
thorities claimed by the Church : Snch are alf 
the 'General Powers of Governinent,\ of Af- 
ſembling in Synods, of Confulting one ano- 
ther . on "important Occaſions, ' of making 
Laws ot Canons ; of appointing to parti- 
cular Churches or Diftrias their proper Pa- 
ftors ; of determining religious Debates and. 
Diſputes ; of preſcribing Rules of Order and 
Diſcipline, &c. All which, as not being 
expreſily mentioned in, or appropriated by 
Cuxtsr's Conimiſfion asthe other divine Of- 
fices of Religion are, cafi belong” to the 
Church otily of Cons 3 pht, as it is a So- 
ciety:; : and as ſuch ARs of Aba are 
the conſtant and common Right; of every Efta- 


bliſhed Edrnnitit 3 09 
"A Soc 7a E T Y "Cannot 1 Labfitt without Go- 


is by PAINS $ 'Commiltion conflichted a ſpi- 
ritual Society there is v0 > Doubt, "bur that ir 


thereby obtains a "certain Right to the Ex- 
erciſe of all ſuch Authority iQ Government 


$5 other Eſtabliſhed Conibgites are uſual 
ly polſcſs'd d of.” 
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'Trxx Queſtion then is, not whether the 
Church has a Right to the Exerciſe of ſuch 
| Authority, for ic is undeniably evident that 
the has : | But what is the Foundation of thar 
Anthoricy, and how far it will hold good 
to the Excluſion of the ſecular Powers. Now 
_ unleſs it could be made appear that theſe Po- 
wers of Governm-nt are by Currsr's Com- 
_ _ miflion ſpecify'd und appropriated to the 
Prieſthood as che divine Offices of its Holy 
Miniſtration are : There can be no other 
Reaſon of Ground of this Claim than that of 
common Right and Neceſſity to the Support of = 
this ſpiritual Community and to the Arrain- 

- ment of the great End for which ic was or- 
ama 

' We ſeetherefore that in this Controverſy 
a great regard is to be had to the Diſtintion 
here made between the divine Offices of the 
Chriſtian-Prieſthood and the more General 
Powers of Government... The former are 
allow'd to be appropriated to the Orders of 
the Biſbops and Clergy only. The. latter 
tre thoſe Powers and Authotiries which our 
preſent Concroverſies and Diflentions are 2- 
bout.” And if 1 am right 'in Seating the - 
Cxvrci's Claim and Tide: therero, I {hail 
rertainly be Right in the Derermimtion of 


this Aſpuns So fat as they are Neve/ar7 ©0 po 
"© us 


- CE 


I'O 


An 'E SSAav on 


= 


a... = 


due Execution of Cxx1sr's Commiſhon, the 
Crvrcu has undoubted Right thereto. And 
if Dr. Hickes and his Friends had gone no far- 
ther in claiming a Right to the Exerciſe of 
Eccleſiaſtical Authority Independently on the ſecu- 
lar than as that ſhall be . found neceſſary to the 
Propagation and Eſtabliſhment of Chrilti- 
anity ; Tam apt to think that all Chriſtians 
would have come into it. I for my Part, 
can make no Scruple to affirm, that by Vir- 
tue of Chriſts Commiſſion to his Apoſtles and 
their Succefſors to Preach and Propagate the 
Goſpel, and to gather Him a Church thereby : 
They have an undoubted Right and Autho- 
rity 'to do every Thing in the Exerciſe of 
their Spiritual Offices, which ſhall be found 
neceſſary to the Support of the Chriſtian Faith 
and Cnvecs. / Bur if Men will-not coment 
themſelves with this, without going farther ; 
if they will claim an Univerfal Inherent Au- 
thority of doing every Thing in Matters of 
Religion, if they'pleaſe," by themſelves ;- and 
to be the ſole Proper and Rightful Judges of 
all'Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, and Matters ; with 
2 divine Right to'exclude the-Secular Autho- 
rity at their/Pleaſure, and to'makeN{ vÞ and 
Twvalid every Thing, that is done by the Tem- 
poral Powers in theſe. Aﬀairs without the 
Clergy's Approbation and Conſent; 'This I 
ib think 
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chink a-moſt Unreaſonable and> Unrighteous . 


Demand z-and I have theſe fix Things to 
_ -plead againſt ic. 


+/+ 


IL, Svcr 4 Claim ſeems contrary to the 
very Nature of the Powers that we are now 
reaſoning about. They are not the peculiar 
wppropriated Offices of the: Prieſthood, ſuch as 
 Ainiftring 1n the Divine Service, adminiſtring 

vacraments,: &c.; which we have already 
owned Kings | and Princes to:be/1excluded 
_ from ; 'But-they are the Cuvurxcn's common 

Powers of Government which belong to Her 
. only of common Right, and to:the General 
Exerciſe of which other Societies are enticled 
as well as'the Cxvxcn. Now' theſe” general 

Powers of Government are' no otherwiſe - to 
| 'be exercis'd excluſive of and Independently On 
the Secular Authority, than the' Neceſſity of 
Aﬀairs requires them ſo to be. '' And thar 

' Authority | which has no other -Reaſon or 

Foundation then its Uſefulneſs or Neceſſity as 
a"Means to the attaining' to ſuch' an End, 

certainly loſes a great deal of its Force atd 


. - Obligation in all thoſe Inſtances in which it 


ceaſes to beuſeful or neceflary,and where the 

= End may- be as effecually obtained without 

- it.  Andthis is the true Reaſon. of all that 
bPiergnce which is obſervable in Hiſtory in 
WS C- 2 the 
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the Practice ofthe Biſhops and Governours 
of the Chriſtian Church in the Exerciſe of theſe 
very Powers under Heathen and under Chri- 
ſtian Emperors and Governours, When 
their Heathen Governours caſt them off and 
left them to themſelves; they then manag'd 
all Things: by : themſelves, -the' Neceſſity of 
their Afﬀairs requiring that: they ſhould fo 
do. But when the Chriſtian Emperors took 
the Aﬀairs of Chriſtians into; their Cogni- 
Zance, and made Laws, and paſſed Senten- 
ces, and executed Judgment therein : The. 
Chriſtian Biſhops and Clergy unanimouſly 
gave Way, and very readily ſubmitted there- 
ro. 21 

I 7 may; poflibly have ſome weight with 
ſome'of my, Readers to obſerve, that even 
Dr. Hickes in the Collection of Papers late- 
ly Publiſhed by. his Friends, and which 
were. Written and | Publiſhed on purpoſe 
to carry up. the Powers of the. Prieſthood, 
and an Independent Authority as high as poſlibly 


he could: Yet comes in to this Diſtin&tion 


of the Crurcu's Communicable and Un- 
communicable Authority. Whatever indi- 
ret Ends he might have co ſerve in his En- 


 deavours to Support the Spiricual Auchoricy 


of the Nonjuring Deprived Biſhops: Yet he 
Was top well agquainted with, Primitive 
; Churgh 
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Church / Hiſtory to think, that all the 
Chriffian Churches Anthorities are alike exclu» 
ſive of the.Secular Powers. And accordingly 
as I-find him quoted p, 27. he allows ; that 
the Church ou valuable Confiderations may in 
ſent Caſes modify the Exerciſe of Her Fuſf Po» 
 wer,and make Grants and Conceſſions to the State. 


Pray mind that, for if Princes and States 
may of any Confiderations be admitted 

$0/a ſhare of the Churches Fu Power: Then 
its plain and evident that in ſuch Caſes ir is 
not-Jesvs Curisr, that by his Divine Laws 
excludes them, but theſe Church- Men them- 
ſelves. '| Bur ler/us fee what Inftances of this 
kind he mentions, and they are ſuch as theſe; 
- That the Cronrc ſhall conſent not 'to call Sy- 
nods without acquainting the King, ind obtaining 
bis Leave if Poſſible 3 'not ro make Foreigners, of 
Clerks of a Foreign Allegiante Biſhops; 'ro make 
no Biſhops but what ſhall be ſuppoſed worthy of 
_ Fhe Kings Nomination ; to give the Builders and 
Endowers of Churches the Homour and Privelege 
of preſenting warthy Clerks to ſupply rhe Cure of 
them; and NN gblemen to Eret# Chajels, and to 
. vbooſe Chaplains for their Families. There are 
then it ſeems Cafes ' and Confiderarions, in 
hd upon which, notwithſtanding all the ſa- 
fred Powers of the Cnuncn, Kings may 

re Authority, in calling Spnods, in Nominating 
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 munificent act of Beneficenge or Protectiy 


D_ — 
Biſhops, and'in the Preſentation of Clerks to the 
Cure of Souls. Here I would ask in what Caſes, 
and upon what Conſiderations any of theſe 
Kings'or Nobles may be allowed to admini- 
iter Sacraments and Ordain Miniſters? IT 
know that this will -not be allow'd at all by 
any Means, or on any Confiderations what- 
ever. It ſeems then, that in Dr. Hickes's own 
Opinion, altho* ſome of the Powers of the 
Crvrcn are Excluſive and Uncommunicable 
to Lay Hands : Yet others they may be ad- 
mitted to a ſhare of, -if the Conſideration be 
but good, and the Authority not abuſed. Now 
I would willingly know, what'is the: true 
Foundation | of | this Difference, which Dr. 
Hickes himſelf admits of 2 'I would have it 0- 
penly declared, whether Cxrrsr's Commuilli- 
on has. Appropriated theſe Powers to' the 
Cruuxcn which may. be ſo modified, and has 
Excluded Secular Patentates from them,or on 
what foot that Modifications ſtands. And at 
the ſame time let them add; why the Influence 
of the Civil Magiſtrates Authority to. pre- 
ſerve the Peace and Safety, and good Order 
of a Kingdom, may not be allowed as juſt a _ 
Conſideration and as'good a Reaſon of his 
Exerciſing Authority in ſuch- affairs, -as any 
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+;Bv,r to bring this Debate. with Dr. Hickes 
and his Friends toa.Short Iſſue ; Either Jzsvs 
CurisrT by. his Goſpel; and his Divine Com» 
miſſion to his Apoſtles has Appropriated all 
_ Eccleſiaſtical Authoritty to' the Clergy only, 
and/Excluded the Secular Power from. it, or he 
has not. If he has, and the Certainty of that 
be. made appear, then they ought on no Con- 
ſideration whatſoever to be allowed | any 
Share therein, becauſe that is ating contrary 
toCarrsr's Commiſfion and .Laws. But if he 
hasnot, then the Cnvscu has no Divine Right 
at all of Excluding their Authority and ating 
Independently. The Conſequence of this is 
plain and undeniable. For to Exclude the 
_ Juriſdiction of the Secular Powers where 
 Cancr by his Divine Commiſſion has not 
Excluded them, is to do it "without Reaſon 
and” contrary to Juſtice. 

'» But that which Dr. Hickes and his Friends 
lay the greateſt Streſs upon'is ; 1.” The Na- 
ture of "the Society ; and, 2. The Powers by 
Fa it Subfiſted in che Beginning. 


_ 4:1; As to the Nature of the Society they 
ell'us that it is GazisT's Spiritual Kingdom or 


Vindics« 


tion Non« 


Incorporation, which had a Being Independent on Juriog 
urc 


the Secular Power for above three, hundred years $rep. 1. IL. 


before the Government of i it was interwoven with 
vin: the 
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the ſecular Government and Laws. T grant all 
this co be true ; but becauſe there ſeems to 


be grear Streſs Raid on this Independency ſo much 
talked of ; I defire that it may be conſidered 


 whar it means. For in a Chriſtian/Counery, 


the Crvyrcn and Srars are not two Diſtint 
Societies like the Kingdoms of France and 
Spaiz, made-up of different People and Sub- 


- xs inhabiting different Territories : but are 


One and the ſame Body of Men conſidered 
in two different Relations and Capacities: 
The ſame Perſons are at once Members of the 
Chutch and Subje&s of the State, and ſo 
conſtitute but One Society of Men under two 
capacities of Government. 

Anv Even in this twofold Capacity their 


Afﬀairs, their Duties and Obligations are ſo i 


mixt and interwoven, that. in a Chriſtian 
State it is ſcarce PraQicable for the Church 
to Govern and Manage her fpicicual Afﬀairs 
wjthourt influencing and affeQting the State. 
Nay in the Extent of ſpiritual Power now 
claimed, i is abſohitely impoſlible ſo to do. 
So that this Conteſt for an Independent Au- 


' thority in the Government of rhe Church, is ; 


nothing elſe but a Struggle to take the Ma- 
nagement of Religion and all religious Afairs 
, Out ofthe Hands of Kings and Princes. And 
"i _ onee do. this, the STATE muſt. be 

brought 
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brought to depend upon the Cuvacs, becauſe 
the Cu v nor will be: independent oh the 
$t4ar# ;/and fo it would be in a very fine 
Condidies: Inſhore; while Tack a 'Power is 
contended for, the Cxukcs and Srare mitft 
. "Inevitably dlaſh and diſagree, and there is no 
Way to confult and ſeeute the publick Pence, 
withont'a Subordination 'of 'the one tothe 
Uther i in| their- REES -of yy -aa 
| 1 my as to "the Cveces Raving: "OY 

Independent on the ſecular Privey for the frſt three 
Madrid Poa -" it ptoceeded\only "from i thi 
Neceſſity of her' Ciroumftances and Aﬀairs ac 
that Time, that She ated independently on 
As Rtakr” Potcnaites)- Teas whit Clin- 
ity was in 4 State of Perſecution, and the 
fecutar Powers refuſed to interheddl: in Her 
' Government. Theo, it is very true, that She 
ſubſied of Herſelf; and this | proves undenj- 
Ty that tlie CrvRcH has a Capacity ſo [7 
do when Need requires, Bur, it * does not 
| oy that it is 2 deſicable Thing for Her to 


ſuch a Caſe ; z OC that She has a.Divine 


C þ Right and Power to exclude the ſecular Po- 


tentares, - if. they-think fir_to interpoſe their 
Authoricy.,., But I ſhall ſpeak more particu” 
larly-:to this hereafrer, I am;now only;ſhew- 
bog what weak and inſufficient Reaſons Men 
By» allege 
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allege for an Independent Authority in. the 


Church ; of -which, I think, this is a very 
great Inſtance ; ' that. becauſe, She did once 
ſo ſubſiſt out of Neceſſity, therefore She muſt 
always do ſo, out of Choice, or has a Divine 
Right ſo' to. do, when ever She. pleaſes. 

2. By T\ they tell us; That this. Spiritual 


Kingdom of CHR1sT, is allo «Royal Prieſt 


hood, a Kingdom; of Prieſts, /the; chief Prieſts of 
which are Regal Prieſts, or Kings, as well as 
Prieſts unto God... 'T hat their Government in 


their:{everal Diaceſes or Diſftrids, is. Monarchi- 


cal ; and: che; Biſhops are therejn the ſupreme Re- 
preſentatives.of Cars T, bis, Legates, or Vice- 


grrents, in regard to whom, Chrifion Emperor 


and Kings. are their ſpiritual Subjefts and Infe- 
riors, and ought to be obedient to them. All 
theſe high. Titles, : and big Words, are evi- 
dently. intended to poſſeſs the People with 


a Notion, that Kings and Princes muſt have 


Nothing", to do with Biſhops, unleſs it be 
when the Cnvncn, in Conſideration of ſome 
valuable Advantages and temporal Endow- 


ments, will: mod: fy Her Power, and indulge 
them in a Share i in Government on their 


good Behaviour. In any other Caſe, it is 
ſacred ; favete linguis, ite Profani, ſay not a 
Word of Juriſdition or Authority; be gone, 
It is the Arkof Gov, touch i ir not, left you 
—— de. 


& 
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di” Now'in anſwer to all theſe high Strains, 


{or the Satisfaftion of modeſt, fober, chri- 
fin Mis, a met 4 


4x, ; War St. Peter means, when he tells 
us of all Chriſtizns ; for he does” not ſpeak 
of the Governors of the Church alone, buc 
of the whole Community of Chriſtian Be- 
levers; when he ſays, Te are 4 Royal Prieft- 
hood.” -In the fourth Verſe 6f chat Chapter, 
he vindicates''Crxtsr himſelf from the Con- 
tempt that'Unbelievers had poured onutupon 
Him'; and "he calls Him,” a 'bwing Stone, diſ- 
ilowed indeed of Men, but choſen of Gov, and 
| precious.\ And then, for their farther Con- 
ſolacion: under': the Reproaches' that were 
- thrown- upon- themſelves for ' Believing in 
Him, he adds. Verſe 6. Te alſo, as Tromg 
- Stones are. built up a ſpiritual Houſe, an holy 
Priefbood, fo offer up ſpiritual Sacrifeces » accept a- 


ble to God by Faſus Chrift. - And again, ver. 9. 


Ie are a choſen Gentration, a Rovyai PrrestTHOOD, 
an. boly\ Nation; a P:curtar PEOPLE, that ye 
' ſhould ſhew forth the Praifes of Him, who hath 
called you out. of Darkneſs into his marvellous 
- Light. Whatever, therefore, might be intend- 
 &d by that Expreſſion under the Jewiſh Dif- 
penſation whet» it was fieſt uſed, -it is plain, 
that St, Peter. intended no more'by it, than 


D 2 to 


1 Per. U 
9. 
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: to Ta ooh how. I and favourable 
a State all Chriſtian People are in with Gop, 
whom He loves and eſteems, and counts dear 
to Him, even as the Prieſts of His Congrega- 


tion. And what, is all _chis to the. making 
Biſhops Kings and Princes, and Lords of the 
Flock of Cagisr, with a Supremacy of Power ? 
Nox but that I, readily allow, that/the Autho- 
rity which CxRs7 firſt commited to his 
' Apoſtles, was by them put into:the: Hands 
of Biſhops ; ; and by chem is, convey 'd down 
co us ; and that they are under Cyrusr the ſu- 
preme Governours of this fpiricual Commu- 
nity, whenever the ſecular Potencates refuſe 
to concern. themſelves therein. And very 
great Deference, Regard, Honour: and Sub- 
miſſion ought tobe paid to them all on that 
Account, 
 Ayp yet,.methinks, this high Style, and 
lofty Language, does. not mighty well ſuit 
the .meek, modeſt Temper of the Goſpel, in 
that there .is not.much of this grarid Strain 
in the New. Teſtament, The Royal Prieſt hood, 
we have ſeen, will do them but lictle Service, 
in that it reſpes every private Chriſtian, as 
well as the /pirizual Governors of the Cyuncn. 
| And altho'we are call'd Ambaſſadours of Chrif, 
= 2 Cor. i, and Stewards of the Myſteries | of God ;'yer this 
= * our Chriſtian Embaſly muſt be managed with 
| | all 
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at 


all imaginable Meekneſs and Humility. St. 
Paul after a very ſinall degree of Authority in 
threat'nirig the Corinthians corrects himſelf 
thus; Not that we bave Dominion over your 


Faith!/And St, Peter very affeRionarely exhiorts « Per. v3. 


the'Clergy, not to carry themſelves'' as being 
Lards ver Gods Heritage, 'but Examples to the 
Flick: Bur Dr. Hickes, and his Non+juring 
Friends, ' are for lording it over Emperors and 
| Kings,' (their ſpiritual» Inferior; 3nd Subjets, 
who ought to /be obedient to the Biſhops and 
Cletgy in what concerns Religion. '. Not {6 
the Meck, the Bleſſed, and Humble Jesvs, 


the Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip over them ; " but it 25. 
ſhall not be fo with you." But be that is. greateſ 
among you, let him be | a the younger; and be 
that a4 chief, as. be- that doth ſerve.” We may 
lee in the Style we uſe, what Manner of Spi- 
rit we are of; and how far we are degene- 
rated from the Original Meeknels of our Ho- 
ly Religion. And. yet art laſt, after: all chis 
great 'Talk, if ic does not infet the Minds of 
the ignorant, common People, jt is nothing 
to the Purpoſe, For when all is, ſaid, thas 
can be ſaid rhis Way, the main Queſtion fill 
remains ro be argu'd ; whichis, 


” \/ -—- 


2. W us 


- who teaches his Apoſtles thus: The Kings of Luke xxii. 
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2, WaHeTHER all the! Fullneſs of the Pow- 
er which the Clergy. can'be ſuppoſed” to have 
in the ſpiritual Aﬀairs-of the Cxurcr, does 
amount to an-Exclufion of the fapreme Juriſ- 
dition, and-Auchority:of the STATE ?- Whe- 
ther CrsisT ever intended. that the Govern- 
ment of the Church ſhould be ſo managed by 
ſpiritual Men alone, the Biſhops and Paſtors 
of it, as that the'ſuprimie ſecular Powtrs ſhould 
have no/Right' or Title to any Judicial Au- 
thority therein'; bue-be excluded from/ that, 
as well as from the Divine Offices -of the 
Prieſthood 2: And 'the' Determination' of this 


- Matter, muſt not be made: by any high 


Strains: of Rhetoric; or lofty; "metaphorical 
Titles:that 'may be uſed ;-but-from the Juriſ- 
dition and Authority that are' really given 
and - appropriated to them in Holy Scriptures. 
So that unleſs it could be proved from thence, 
that the general Powers of governing the Church, 
are by Cu 1s T's Commiſſion appropriated 
to: the Prieſthood as the' <Hiniftration in 
Holy Offices. is ; all the reſt that can be ſaid, 
will be to no Purpoſe. For it muſt be'un- 
reaſonable and unjuſt to exclude the-Autho- 
riry of ſecular Powers,- where” Go v and 
CuRisr have not excluded them. To this 
Arguinent, let me add, 
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JL Txar: ſuch an -exempt, agbpendend, 
exciuſins Authority-in' the Cuyncu, where 
1s not- highly-neceſſary.to the Support of 
Religion, is indeed very: abſurd. It has Some- 
thing: worſe. in-it than erecting: lhmperium in 
Impetio:z; its actually ſerting up the Kingdom 
of \God:the /Sox; in-Oppoſicion to. that of 
therFarrzr, andin Derogation of His ſu- 
preme Authority-and. Power. | - + 
© Dri Hickes and his. Friends tell' us, That 
the-Chriftian Cyvx cu is the;ſpiritual King- 
dow and Body of Chriſt. | 1 grant this to be-ve- 
iy. true'; and fo''is/' the Government'of: the 
whole World, by the-temporal Powers of it, 
the Temporal Kingdom of God the Fathn, 
Who'is. Lord of all: the Earth, the only Tatentate, Top. iin. 
the King Eternal ; whoſe Kingdom: is an ever- *'+ 13. 
lafting 'Kingdom, and-ruleth over-all. Tn: this 
Kitgdom the Civil Powers are'che:Ordinance 
of God, for the Good: of Mankind); they are 
the: Minifters of God: for Good, to whom. all _ % 
muſt needs be ſubje&# for Conſcience Sake. And pi. cxlv. 
therefore» for the Miniſters of Cars toop- 55... > 
pole. and- lord i 1t OVET the Miniſters' of Go D Rom. xiii. . 
the Fartuzr, is to: invert the ſacred Order of * Oe. 
Things, and -to forget the Subordination. of. 


the Sox to the Far. 
+Go , for the Honourof the ever bleſſed 


Redeemer, was pleaſed to o grant Him 2 Fg 
om 
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dom within his own :/Dominions, with Rule 


and Power over all « Hankind inorderto our 
Salvation ; and'to the effectual Eftabliſhment 
of it, to appoine Him- Powers and <Hinifttr; 
of his own; and to take: away from tempo- 
ral Governours the Miniſtration of thoſe: di- 
vine, and facred Offices which they ' before 
performed. But as it does .not 'appear. by 
Cx 1sT's Commiſſion, that He has appro- 
priated all the Powers of Government-in his 
Cuvxcn, to the Biſhops and Clergy only» 
together with the Authority of thoſe ſacred 
Miniſtrations ; it is certainly very wrong in 


them to affume a Power: of. excluding uti- 
verſally the Authority ofthe F a T uz r's Mi- 


niſtry.. "The Diſpenſation of the' Sox, how- 
ever Excellent and Glorious, .as bleſſed be 


Gov, it is, ovght yet .certainly' to: be adm 
niſtred in. Subordination | to. that of the F A- 


THER, And to pretend:the contrary, mult 
needs be very abſutd-and dif Neakay to Them 


+ both. 


Anp yet this Abſurdity, ds ghar as -It 1s, 


is carry'd ftill farther ; and the Abettors:of ic 
not content with the Claim: of an independent 
Power only, plead for a ſaperior Authority 
- in the Church ; becauſe that-is /pirirual. and 
extends 'to the Souls of 'Men. This is not 


only in Effet to deny the Civil Magiſtrates 
Concern 


rnd of 6 y _—_ r 
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Concern'in Marcers of Religion, and where 


the Souls of Men'ars affe@aed : Bit \more* 
over, it! is'to ſet up:the $ 0x above the F:a- 
888, by making the Miniſtry of the So 

ſuperier xo that of the Fathun. This is whae 
 Teannot bur think unreaſonable, atid concra- 
ry co the Deſign and Intention of Them both. 
I is under the Favour ahd ProteRtion of the 
Sox, :to reje& the Auchority-and Supremacy 
of the Farizx ; than which ſearce any thing 
_ ca be more offenſive ro him. To this let ms 


IN.” Txar the trus Kingdom of Gob; and 
the Religion of Jevvs Cutter eſtabliſhed 
cherein' do not appear” tobe at all 'tore 
ſtrong "and ſafe; and ſecure from Corruptions 
by ſuch an Independent AINNENY than Uny 
would be otherwiſe. - 
"RetmBrr WE afc here diſputing only 
about 'an independent Power itt the Govervment 


of the Church, atid the Managemert of irs 


Aﬀairs for the Suceeſs of Religion. Ic would 
therefore; methinks; be 'much in Favour of 
ſuch a Procenlion, 1f-ir "Could be made ap- 


that the"Puriry of this Holy Religion had 1- 
ways been better ſecured'thar Way than the 


hes And that it had as conſtantly ſuf- 
E Trend 


_ pear by long Experiencethroughout all Ages, - 
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ſered hes! ever. it was: inougſhd under ta 
DireRion// and ' Juriſdiction. of 'the ST a Tz; 
"But! alas/! this was (true -only in the firſt 
Ages of, Chriſtianity, when | the: Governors 
of the Church had- more /extraotdinary and 
miraculous Afliſtances from the Holy Ghoſt. 
Then indeed, the: Purity. of; Religion - was 
efteQually preſerved, and the Word'of Gop 
mightily. grew and prevailed. \'But' when the 
eſſential Principles: and Laws of Chriſtianity 
were.commutted, to: Writing, and-the-Clergy 
were to gain ſpiritual Knowledge by Reading 
them ; when the extraordinary Powers of the 
Holy Ghoft began to be removed, .and Men 
were afiſted,; as they are, now, | only. by the 
ordinary, Influences: thereof ; and in Gonſe- 
quence. of this, the ſpiritual Goyernors of 
the Church were ſubje& to the ſame Paſ- 
ſions, and Infirmities, and; Temptations; as 
other Men, now- a-days..are-: Religion ſoon 
felt the. Fruits of this, and its: genuine Pu- 
rity, ſoon began}.to.;deeay, and--declined 
apace, . Till, by Degrees it grew! ſo-.corrupt. 
that to, uſe St. Paul's Words, on-a:like Occa- 
ſion,. The whole Creation \groaned and travailed 
in Pain'together, waiting to, be: delivered [from 
this Bondage of Corraption; into the gltriows Li- 


> = the Children us - 19H 155d 


E. #4 2 
G - :, 


*- *- nn 


SO 


ECCLESIASTICAL AUTHORITY. 


_ _ % — ms — 
a 


+ $o- that+ whatever Advantages Chriftiani- 
ty- received: by the pure Faith,” and/conſtant 
 Patience,' by the great Integrity and Piety-of 
the Primitive. Chriſtians  in'the rbree/firft Cer 
turies ; it ſuffered at leaſt: as much'in after: 
Ages, by the evil Condud of thoſe who were 
in-Poſſeflion of 'thoſe Spiritual Powers. 'To 
give 0neinotorious Inſtance of this ; T would 
deſire theſe learned Gentlemen to read the 
Hiſtory and -Ats of the ſecond- Council 
of: Nice;-and- there-ito\ conſider .by whoſe 


Over-bearing Authority the Idolatry- of 


Image-worlhip was - firſt brought into//the 
. Church, of Crarsr. Such Inſtances ſhew too 
plainly that the crueAdvancement.of Curisr's 
- picitual Kingdom, -gepends-more- upon: the 
Fidelity and Piety.-of its Miniſters, than upon 
the regal; mdependent, Authority. Hy 

Ir therefore the 'Non-jurors, in Vindicas 
tion-of. their; 'Schi/m, had not 'contratted: an 
Habit of Writing Paradoxes, One would won- 
der mightily to hear chem impute theArheifm 


Deiſm;'. Hereſy, Schiſms, - Infidelity,- Profaneneſ*; 


tothe: taking away” of this: ſupreme, 'inde- 
pendent. Power of.the +Church:' Let any 
- Man look; Abroad into {taly; Spain' ior Por- 
tugal, there he will ſnd the 'Govertiment of 


by Ghurgh:in che Hands-of thoſe very: Men, 
ablu3sc E 2 whole 


&7 


Colle. 


and Immorality, that are found' in this Land; 1%. 29: 
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+ Non-jarors. But that the Matter would cer- 
_ tainly be mended, by putting it wholly into 


—— ——{_ A ww 


whoſe Right to 1t Dr. Hieker ;onnencds. foe ; 


_ and that too, with greater Immunities and 


Exemptions than; he has pleaded for.'. Arid 
yet: in all theſe Kingdoms,.' he- will find as 
much Infidelity. and Irreligion, as ſcanda- 
lous Vice, and Immarality, and Profanenefs, 


as in any Part of: Chriſtendom. Only per- 
haps with a little A Fear of 


an. Inquiſition, 
.IN, ſhort, . That: our Diſcipline is t00 
much loſt, we all complain, as well as the 


the Hands of the Clergy with an independent 
and unreſtrained Authority , is what cannot 
be. allowed : Becauſe where the' Church has 
that Power, Religion is more infamouſly 
corrupted than'-in any other Places of the 
Chriſtian World... 
Lew. us but refle& what Oppoſition the 
Reformation of /ic met-with here at Home, 


from thoſe very. Men whoſe: independent 


Power'is now pleaded for. And with how 
much Difficulty ic was reſcued out of. their 
Hands, that is might be reſtored to its ori- 
ginal- Purity, The Church of England with 
all its. great Excellencies, and valuable Confti- 
tutions,, was thus Reformed-; the” Spiritual 
Powers . being ruled and governed by. the 
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Secular in the Exerciſe of their Eccleſiaſtical 
Authority. | And has the Cavacy yet a Di- 
vine Right to- take the Judicial Cognizance 
of Religion wholly out of the Hands of thoſe 
Men, by whom it has been preſerved from 
DeſtraRtion 2 What Reaſon or Neceflity can 
there be for that ? If by theſe Means the Go- 
vernment of the Cxvrcy ſhould once again 
fall igto ill Hands, as; it has done in former 
Times; it/ may in the unhappy Event be 

found ſetting up for Authority to cormape Re- - 
ligion, inſtead of preſerving it. And that too 
without leaving the Secular Potentates a ſuf- 


ficient Authoricy to retrieve and reformit a © * 


ſecond time. And this alſo is a juſt Excep- 
tion to:the Reaſfonableneſs, and RigtzooaF- 
\-: app wradagane 


I. "0 ati Dronng Independent Authority 
inthe Church, ' ſeems: wholly ' Inconſiſtent 
with that Intereſt 'and Care and Concern for 
Religion which Chriſtian Kings and Princes 
are alway ſuppoſed ror have; and the Regy+ 
lation and Defence of which is -one great 
| End/and Purpoſe of all their Auchoriry. Till 

I ſte farther Reaſon againſt it than what has 
yet -beew ſhewn, I cannot” but believe that 
the Civil Governmentin their Way, and by 


Z Fay Exerciſe ofcheir Power, is concerned 
_ for 
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ftitution,which was;That under them we mig5i 


for: the” Good of Mens 'Souls, to” promote 
Virtue” and true Religion” as 'well -as 'the /Bi- 
ſhops 'and- Paſtors ' of 'Chriſt's Flock. And 
if they are, then, to exclude their Juriſdidi- 
on in all- Eccleſiaſtical '' Caufes' and Matters, 
is'to” rob them of -one great Part of their 
Sovereignty. / It -is in effe&- to: confine all 
the Authority of Princes only 'to'the Preſer- 
vation of Peace, 'an@ Order,' and Juſtice in 
Human Societies without any Regard to 
Gov and Religion; And I know of no good 
Reaſon that can be-given. for this,” For al- 
tho” Gop the Faris, for the” Honour of 


mm... 


our Bleſſed Redeemer; 'and the more eifectu- 


al Accompliſhing our Redemption, has given 


_ him a Church and a' Kingdom -within+his | 


own Dominions, and allowed Him his Pro- 
per Miniſters and Governors of this Cyvuzcn 
under. his -own \Divine'- Authority: Yet I 
hope theſe' Gentlemen” will not ſay that this 
carries along- with -it' a Devolution' of : all 
Power and Authority! in } religious Afﬀairs 
from Princes:to:Biſhops; from the: Governors 
of the State to thoſe 'of the:Church. And if it 
does not; then the Secular Powers ought/not 
in any ſuch Afﬀeairs to have their Auchoricy 
2nd: Juriſdiaion excluded. That would : bz 
to ſubvert one of the: main Ends of their: In- 
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well as in.common Honeſty. Theſe Gentlemen 
Lknow/ will-allow Kings/and Princes to; exer- 
cile all-their: Authority, in the Defence of the 
Church, and: for the: Prozsion of its, Powers, 
and the Support of it- in the. Execution, of its 
Laws;alcho' nothing to, ics Diſadvantage.:And 
is it-ſo then at laſt, chat. by virtue of Chriſt's 
Commiſtion, Kings and Princes have no more 
to.do, with Religious Matters, than only un- 
der the DireRions of the Church to miniſter 
to.the. Support of the, Spiritual Juriſdiction, 
when, ever they think fit, ſo. to Modify theic 
Power?. I hope . that all Chriſtian Empe- 
rors.. and, Kings will be. ſenſible; what Ho- 

nours. and Favours ſuch Churchmen intend 


nilege.? 2 And muſt-chey.in all other: Caſes be 
iſcharg d of all Regard.and, Concern//for 
Gon andRe11610N inthe Government of 
their People : 2? Sure I am,, that ic, was-not-ſfo. 
under the. Jewiſh- Diſpenſacion; . when' this 
Separation of the Prieſthood from the Secular 
Powers. firſt. began. Kings did then-inter- 


meddle; in Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, and regulate: 


the Afﬀeirs of Religion, and-had Juriſdiction 

in the:Government. of, the Church... // 
The, Ark, of the Covenant: which, none! 

might look into, or ſo-much as touch it, bur 
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2 Sam. Vi. 
2 Sam. xv. 


2 Chron. 


XXIi1,Xx1V. 


—Xx1V, 


2 Chron. 
i. 3, 5+ 


2 Chron. 
XX1V. 
—XXM1. 4. 


t Kings 
li. 27 35- 


the Prieſts alone: Was yet ſo far under the 
Government and Authority of King David, 
that he commanded it to be removed firſt to 
this Place and then to that. He alfo diftri- 


buted the ſeveral Courſes both of the Prieft 


and Levites, and gave the Levites a new Law 
for their Offices, that they who before began 
not their Attendance till the Thirrierh Year 
of their Age ſhould now beginit ar the Twen- 
tieth. He rook the Ark from the Taberna- 
cle of the Cohgregartion, and leaving that 
behind at Gibeon, he built a new Tent” for it 
at Feruſalem. How came he to meddle ſo 
much with that which was in the Peculiar 
Cuſtody of the Priefts? "The like” was after- 
wards done 'by Hezekiab, who alſo by his 
Royal Decree appointed the Paſſover to' be 
kept, d all the' Ten Tribes of Iracl 
o Foſaer the Celebration” of it, who 

red from it for a long time be- 

fore. Solomon thruſt our Abiathar from being 
Prieſt unto the Lord, Which, tet che Adver- 
faries ſay what they will to evade it, was as 
much a Deprivation as any oh of thoſe they 
now-complain of ; and when he had done 
this, b+ put Zadock' the Prieft in the Room of 
Abiathar.. The Altar of Bethel was deftcoy'd 
by King Fofiab ; Tdolatry was frequently pu- 
niſhed and "OI by their Kings, and che 
ſuffering 
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ſuffering Religion to. be corrupted by intro- 
ducing Evil and Tdolatrous Novehkies into the 
Worſhip of Goo, 'is often charged as a Crime 
anda Blemiſh in the Adminiſtration of their 
Government, Now as the Inftatices menti- 
oned in which they did exert their Power, 
were undeniable As of Church Govern- 
ment and Ecclefiaftical Authority :\ So the 
Charge and Imputation of Guile upon them 
in their Neglect of this kind, plainly ſhew 
that they had a;zuſt Authority and a rightful 
_ Juriſdition therein. And if the Jewiſh Kings 

were allowed to have Pawes and Authority 

in Eccleſiaſtical Matters, and the Prieſthood 

claimed no Independent Power in Church 

Government, under that Diſpenfation in 
which the Adminiſtration of Divine. Offices 
was as much ſeparated from the Secular Ma- 
giftrates as it is now under the Goſpel: 5ome 


very good Reaſon, ſome ſtrong Proof, ſome 


rery bright, and clear Evidence ſhould be 
produced to convince one, that the Juriſdic» 
tion which Kings exerciſed under one Dif- 
penfation is quite taken away by the other. 

" EsPECIALLY too, when this claimed Au- 
'F thority is not to be limitted to Articles of 
Faith, and Matters of Divine Revelation on- 


ly ; but is extended to a Judicial Cogmzance 


in all:our moral eAtions, as well as in thoſe 
F : thac 


mo 
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that are purely religious. - And for the Kings 
and Potentates of the World not to ſubmit to 
the SanRions* and Determinations of ſuch 
Men in all Caſes of eHorality ; 1s arrogant- 
ly called Diſobedience to-their ſpiritual Supe- 
riors, and Rebellion againſt the Legates and 
Vicegerents of Chriſt, And to reſtrain eccleſi- 
aſtical Perſons in; any extravagant Proceed- 


ings of | this 'Kind, "is reprgſented by ſome 


_*thac Fullneſs of Juriſdition- and 


Men as downright Perſecution. 
_ Wrar an Original Piece of ſpiritual Pride 
is this ? I would deſire any Reader ſeriouſly 
to conſider, that if ſuch Dodrines as theſe 
had been preached by the Apoſtles and Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, Whether it - would not 
have been the. greateſt Diſadvantage imagi- 
nable' to the Propagation of the Goſpel. 
And whether it would not have given all the 
Secular Potentates of: the World a great 
and invincible Prejudice. againſt it 2 What 
Heathen Emperor or King would have em- 
braced 'this' Religion, or given-any Counte- 
nance at” all to the Profeſſion of«it, who 
' ſhould have beerr told, That in the very Mi- 
nute that this Religion was profeſſed by him, 
and became eſtabliſhed in his Dominions, | 
he was to loſe one half of his Authority over 
his People ? That he was no-longer to have 
Power 


which 


os, 
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which- he” had' before, and which other 
Kings and -Emperors enjoy'd - round about 
him; but was now to give up. his Sovereign- 
ty and Supremacy in all Spiritual, Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Cauſes; and in all Moral eA&jons, into 
the Hands of: his ſpiritual Governors of that 
Church, of which he was now becoming a 
Member? He is now no longer to'claim an 
univerſal Supremacy in his Dominions, but 
himſelf ' becomes a 8ubje& to his Subje&s, and 
their /piritual Inferior; the Biſhops in his King- 
dom, ' being as ſo many Kings, and ſpiritual 
Monarchs, who have 2a Divine Right to tye 
up his Hands from having any thing to do 
in the Government of the Church, or in 
Martters' 6f Religion 2 Would not all. the 
Secular Potentates in the World have ſpurn'd 
2t, and deſpiſed the Preachers of ſo ſenſe- 
leſs a Religion, as an Impoſture and a Chear, 
*that under a Pretence of Godlineſs, was con- 
trived to wreſt one great Part of ' their Au. 
thority our of their Hands 2 And would not 
fuch an Attempt as this too deſervedly have 
cauſed the Word of Truth to be evil ſpoken of? 
Moſt aſſuredly ic would. And yet this is the 


very Thing that an Independent Authority 


in Church Government naturally, and unt- 
yerſally tends to. 


F 2 _ 
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Dx. Hickes is pleaſed to fay,. Conftit. p. 76. 
That the Governors: of #he- Church ' loſe Nothing 
of their Powet, Authority, or Furiſdil ion by ad- 
_mitting Sovereign Princes into the Church. 1 
beg leave to-ask then, ' Whether it: is not al- 
together as-reaſonable, both for the Honour 
and Intereſt of Chriſtianity, 'that Chriſtian 
Princes ſhouldloſe Nothing of their Temporal 
Authority 'by «embracing this our Holy Reli- 
gion? And if it be, I am ſure that the 
Schemes which are now laid | out for Kings 
and Princes to rule by, under the Church's 
independent Power, cannot be' of Gov; be- 
cauſe they make Spoil and "Hayock of the 
ſecular Powers, and rob them of 'one en- 
tire Branch of their Sovereignty and Domi- 
nion. And 'yet' this is/inot. the worſt Evil 
that attends this Claim. For, 


_ V. Ir not only robs Kings of all Sove- 
reignty in religious and ſpiritual Afﬀairs ; bur 
is extended alſo to their Adminiſtration of 
the Temporal: I have already obſerved, That 
theſe Gentlemen bring - all: the moral 4#ions 
of humane Life, under the 'peculiar Cogni- 
zance of the ſpirituak Government of che 
Cavxcs. Every Thing in which the'Con- 
ſciences of Men are concern'd; they claim, 
as falling wholly a this ſpiritual Juril- 

diction, 


A. . 
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ſo 'much''as' « Fudge between 'two private Luke xii. 
Men in 'the - Diviſffon . of a ſmall Eſtate. _ 
But our Modern Independents in Church 
Government, - make themſelves Judges of 
Kings, and of their Titles to their Thrones. 
They, in effe&, divide the Kingdoms of the 
Earth according to their Decifions and De- 
terminations.” By a pretended Supremacy 
from Currsr, they put: a Check upon the 
Legiſlature in the Laws that they provide 
for: the Security of the Nation; and labour 
. to controul the States of the Realm in the 
Adminiſtration of their ſecular Aﬀairs. They 
ſandify even Sedition and Rebellion by their 
ſpiritual Autbority, and: take upon them to 
abſolve the Subjets from all the ſtricteſt 
-Oaths whereby they have ſworn Allegiance 
eoxheir King, "They endeavour to bind it 
upoh the Conſciences of Men, to ſet up one 
King, and to-dethrone another, according 
to. their perſonal Sentiments and Opinions. 
Now 1 would willingly be informed by them 
what Part of Carisr's Commiſlion it is that 
'givesthem this Authority ; or that inany dilſ- 
-putable Titles to the Throne makes them the 
Judges of it? And yet the Modern-Indepeny 
+ dents: in Church Government, do [not only 
aſſume all this to chemſelves ; but: they alſo 


lay as much Streſs on their own Motions and 
| Aſlertions 


_ 


_ 


, 
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— Rebels, who will not:come_ in'to them, and 


Aſſertions-of this Kind, as tho* they had a 
Spirit of Infallibility, - or -at1 immediate Re- 
velation from Heaven. 'What leſs than this, 
could induce them to charge all the Great 
Men of our Church, however learned, 
and equally pious with themſelves, as Teach- 
ing, and- Acting, and Praying, contrary to 
the eſſential Righteouſneſs of Gop, only be- 
cauſe they -teach, and a, 'and- pray, 'con* 
trary to their particular Sentiments 'and 
Schemes in Civil Government? What is this, 
but-to arrogate to themſelves a Spirie of In- 
fallibility in the Interpretation of thoſe Scrip- 
tures on which they build their Notions and 
Opinions ? | Will not the Reader ftand ftill 
here and Pauſe a little; and- Queſtion the 
Truth of what I ſay 2 Will he not think ic 
incredible "that ſpiritual Men ſhould - ap- 
proach ſo near to Blaſphemy, as to ſer up 
their own, political Principles, as. the infalli- 
ble Teſts of Truth and Righteouſneſs 2 Cer- 
tain it. is, that Cxrisr's Commiſſion is of 
another Nature, and never was intended to 
authorize the Governors of the -Church to 
frame the Government of Nations -too ac- 
cording to their diſputable Models and con- 


_ troverted Schemes; 'and to damn all Man- 


kind as Hereticks, and - Schiſmaticks, . and 


deſert 


al. hs " RFF” 
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deſerr the legal Conſtimuions of cheir Cont. 
vy- This, is toreign ©o- the Buſiheſs of the 
|; 1-ahe Propagation: .of 1hs Chrtfidann 
4 by Preaching, - and Baptitint;; und 
Adminiſiring Sacraments, and Training tþ 
CGtwiſtians in Holineſs and Devotion, is a 
Sphere at fo-great a Diſtance from all chis of 
Secular Government and Political Comtover- 
fies, that G ot centatnly never gave the Go- 
yernors of the Church any Divine Authority 
therein, And therefore ah Independent Aurhiori- 
ty-it-Ghureh Governors, whieh is mduſtriouf- 
ly ſet up fo.chis End 4 muſt be! 4rf Inipoſture 
and a Cheat, 4nd confrary <6 the! Will of 
Cnnrs rand of Gop.: And Biſhops and 
Clergymen by Virtue of Canisr's Commit 
fon” tay as well claitn 4 Right co go into 
Wefminfer-Hlall and entrd ou the Jadpes, as 


enſteſs of Gid-3_ a6 16! teaeli-elit' People; chat 
#is 2 Sin to: be/ſubjecÞ/ ro:the Laws ard Con- 


43/4" HONOR 


VL Eagr Argumetr, whidh®, \, That this 


| LIMidefpendene Anthovicy 'id the Government 


ofthe Cuvrcn., is ttrerly 'inconfifienc wicts 
the Syprimacy and Sovereignry Of alt Secular 
Porencates, : Fwo' ſach - Independent Au- 


G. .thoricics 


giving Judgment eimrrury to theeffertial Righres = 


' itutisns | of the Kingflom where ROY lives - 
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PETRI in the Government of the ſame 


Body of Men, appear utterly incompatible. 
[They ſo frequently 'interfere, * and- thereby 
bring ſuch -Miſchiefs and DiftraRions into 


the World, that they cannot poſlibly be both 
of them from Gov. He, who''is a God of 
Peace and Order, and not of Confuſion, muſt 
not be ſuppoſed to have intended any two 
ſuch Powers: without a Subordination of the 
one tothe other, + 

Tz Supporters of that Qlaita,beln gaware 
of chis Argument, "would evade it by ſaying, 


- That the Miſchiefs complained of, proceed 


not! fromthe Inconſiſtency of twoſuch Pow- 
ers, but from the Encroachments of the two 
contending Parties. | And that” allthis would 
be: prevented 'effeRually, if each would keep 
within their proper Limits, and neither of 'em 


Regale & put their Sickle into the other's Harveſt. This is 
Ponriff. 


ſmoothly and finely ſaid indeed, but Nothing 
to: the Purpoſe ; becauſe ir is Arguing againſt 


- plain Matter of Fa. For they both-of them 


claim a Right to the ſame Harveſt ;\and who 


then ſhall judge between them to preſerve the 


Peace and Quiet. of the Chriſtian World ? 
Are not all our preſent Contentions and Feuds 


' about the uncontroulable Supremacy of the 


Governors of the-Church 'in all Religious 


and CANE 40 And is it not: apparent 
201011 1) undeniably, 


ESTI Auta ORITY. 


ta... —_— ——— 


undeniably, that the very End, of Claiming 


ſuch, a Power, is, to protet ſome Menfrony 
the Authority of the STATE? How: then is 


i. poflible that ewo ſuch - Contending  ſu- 
preme Sovereigns ſhould exerciſe their ſeve- 


ral Powers, -one'to-remove, andithe other to 


ſupport thoſe Men ;. and  yet'-the: Subje&s 
be bound to obey them both ? How can two 
ſuch Supremacies ſubſiſt/in the fame Body of 
Men, when almoſt-every A&' 6f the gnein- 


one Way 'or ' other 'influences, ''and eicher 
weakens or controuls the Temporal ? ? Acer- 
Defender of this- Spiritual, Eccleſiaſtical 


Independency, faw the Neceflicy of grant- 


ing, "That CnrrsT gave the Church o Au Regal. & 
thority that could poſſibly interfere with the Civil "Ms p; 


Powers, This Afertion” T own to 'be very 


. true; and therefore if the Now- -Jurors will but © 


a che that, which I chink'tio reaſonable 
Man'can deny, viz. That Gov has given to 
Seculsr Powers as full an Authority for the 


Support and Seturity' of the S Tar x, as He - 


has' to the Spiritual for the” Defence of the 
 _Cavxcna; and coniſequently, that every 
At of Independent Power of the” Church, that 


interferes with thy Civil Powers, is contrary, to. 


the Will of Gov, and to the Intention of 
'G-2 CurisTh 


fluences che other ? 'When in ſome Caſes al-' 
moſt every Exerciſe of Spitirual- Authority,” 
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Guns rs Commiſſion : I readily join He 
wich them upon- this Cauſe, and am very 
willing: to: try the Force of this/Principle in ' 
thole particular Caſes:that ars made the Oc- 
caſian of.our/preſent Diſputes. And they are, 
7. the, Eledtion. 2. The: —_— of 
hae and Clergymen. / 


1, As to. the-Blegian of Biſhops and Clere 
gyMen, it is; granted, That as. the Cuyncu 
has the Jole Authoricy of 'Ordaiving. them, io. 
with that they. haye. of. Neceſſity a common. 
natural Right to. take Care, of: the, Quolificar. 
tions of the Perſons to be ordained, and- emmr. 
ployed. in; Diying. Service, | Bur-then, it is 
indeed reaſqnable, that the, Cnpach, in the 
Exercile . of this Power, ſhould not, claim. 2 
Divine Auchoricy. to. thruſt and force. ypon 
a Chriſtian Stats. ſpch Biſhops and Clergy- 
men, 25, ars, aYoWed Encmics tg.the Govern: 
ment. and Natipnal Confticucion, where, chey 
live., For this is aRually to inverfere with the 
Civil Powers. It's highly reaſonable that 
Kings and, Princes, ſhould bg well-afſurgd, of 
the Fidelity, and Allegiance of. their Clergy. ; 
ſeeing that They,and their Gorgramenc, have 
an Intereſt therein ; and boch the Peace and, 
Safety of their Secular Aﬀairs may be very 
much frye by their PY os, evil Con- 

dud, 


Dany oy. a ones 
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dud: if thegefore on this Aecount the Laws of 
the Land'give to our Kines the Nomination 
ofithe Perſons that are t@ be made Biſhops ; 
it's indiſputably iarerfering with the Civil 
Fowers, 0 fay thatthey kave'no Right there 
te; and that every fuch Nomination is an In- 
vaſion of the Cruxcn's Power. If the Mea- 
ſure of thas Pawer be at all to be judged of 
bycits Conſiftercy with the Peace and Safery 
of 'the $7 A+s, it is then as clear as any 
Demonſtration in the Murhematicks, that 
Cnnrsr's Commiſſion has given no fuch In- 
dependent Power in the Choice of Biſhops ; 
becauſe that actually breaks in upon the tem- 
porat Power of Kings and Princes, even in 
the Adminiſtration of their NationatGovern- 


ment: For let us refleR, Is it not by Virtue” 


of this pretended Divine Righr, and Indepen- 
dent Eccleſtafical JurifdiQtion, that we ſe ſuch 
vik ant feandalous PraQtices in our Days, 
as the Primiciye Chriſtians wers wholly 
Strangers to ; and would have Proteited a- 


gainſt with *Y utmoſt Abhorcence, and De-. 


teftation ?* By Virtue, of this pretended Inde- 
pendent Aythority, the Now-jurors take, upon 
them ta conſecrate, Biſhops, and ardgiv Prieſts, 
not only, in Oppoſition, to the STATE, but 

with a direc Incergion, it it be polible, to, 
overturn ic. For the firſt Thing that ſuch 

| Biſhops | 
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Biſhops [and Clergymen have to do, is to re- 
nounce/all Allegiance tothe &.im6-upon the 
Throne; and all Regard to: the Preſent Con- 
ſticution . of ; the. Kingdom. | {To- treat the 
Kine as an! Uſurper, to teach a Nullity 1n.all 
the Oaths that; are'taken [to.Him;, tho' by 
moſt ſolemn Sanions of the Law. To ſet 
up an Eccleſiaſtical Community;! and gather 
Congregations againſt Him, and therein'to 
pray for another pretended King, whom the 
Nation has. ſolemnly abjured, and proclaim- 
ed a Traitor. , Will not allthis be called i 
terfering with the \Civil Powers} If it be; I 
think then, it muſt: be granted, that all this 
is dire&tly contrary to CxrisT's Commiſſion, 
and to the whole-Deſign of it? If there be a 
Diſpute about, the Title to the Crown, moſt 
certainly the States of che Realm are the pro- 
per Judges and Determiners ;of the Matter : 
And CursT by his Commillion, has given 
the Biſhops and Paſtors of his; Cyuxcn no 
Divine Authority or Juriſdiftion i in ſuch De- 
terminations. If therefore the Governors of 
the Church, inſtead of taking Care, accord- 
ing to their Truft, that the Biſhops and Cler- 
gy of the Cxurcn, be Men of ſober Lives, 
and ſound Religion, will go ſo much farther 
as.to claim a Divine Righc in the Choice of 
all the Biſhops excluſive of the Nomination of 
the 
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thei Prince, ' only to embarraſs his Govern- 
metit; and <mbroil his Aﬀairs : It is 2s cer- 


eait that | ſuch' a Spiritual Power cannot be 


of "Gov; as it is that-all Secular Powers art 
of Gov.” 'Becaufe two ſuch Independent Au- 
thorities in or over the ſame Body of Men, 
cannot poſlibly confiſt together. ' The one 
will inevitably interfere with, and be /de- 
firiive 'of the other; and ſuch inevita- 
ble Oppoſition, Confuſion and Diſtraftion 
in humane Society, could never be defigned 
or intended by Almighty G ov. The like 
may be ſaid 


12. A's to the Deprivation of Biſhops and 
Ofeqmaicis 

TI Covrp heartily ' wiſh, there had been 
no Occaſion for the unhappy Debate that I 
am now upon. And what I ſhall ſay-upon it, 
I intend wich all Deference to the unhappy 
Perſons who were deprived. But ſeeing a 
pretended Iwalidity in their. Deprivation is 


made the Occaſion: of a; Schiſas. from- our 


Cnvrcu, and of great Confuſions ini the Na- 
tion ; [Doubtleſs, common: Juſtice oughe to 
be-done tothe lawful Secular: Powers: we 


live under. 
Now, if' it be whleed trad ls Cu IST 


©! with 


har given.'nd Power to bis Church that interferes 


It 
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with the Civil Powers; and; molt. true; it is, 
and neceſſary for the, due. Government of 
the World. chat ie ſhould be ſo.z/the Conle- 
quence of it is, That Can 13x by His Com- 
miſſion has. given ino ſuch Authority to His 
CHVURcH, as/ to Keep Biſhops and Clergy- 
men in their - reſpe&tive Sees; when the 
STATE finds it neceſſary for the Safety of 2 
Nation: to turn them out..., For this alfe is to 
. ſet: up Powers. that are incompatible z. both 
whoſe Commands cannot be obey'd, becauſe 
they command / contrary | and. inconſiſtent 
Things. 

T+1s was the Caſe of thoſe —_ Bi- 
ſhops an Clergy, who were! deprived. for 
not giving the uſual Oaths of Fidelity - © 
the Civil Goverfttent of King  Wiliem,- 
Their Principles and Pradiices,”: 48 to (that 
Government, were fact, that it: was: be+ 
come impoflible for :thefti to execute theif 
Spiritual Offices in the Caunen, with any 
Security” to the Peace and Safety of the 
STATE. hey could noc perform Divine« 
Sertice in Publick, becanfs they would not 
ewn' the Authority of the King, who was 
to'/ be prayed for  theveih 3\| The Biſhops 
could not ordain other Clergymeny/ fat the 
ſame Reafor; They icould! norido ie with- 
our obliging.thom,, by the Laws ofthe Lands 


co 


| —C— 


ECCLESIASTICAL AUTHORITY. 


——— ——— TT ———_____mV<__ 


tw owaqc: theſe Secular Powers, whom: theye 
tewlclyesidid not own They. could 'not go-! 
veer the; Clergy, 25, Biſhops by /the Laws, of: 
the; Bang: are hound govern. them, with; 


ons: Teaghing them, apd, Inſtrucingehem:to. 
teach their People the Duty of.Qbedience to, 


' that King, whom they themſelves looked on 


3529, unlawtulKing. Neitches could they an- 


 Gyerthe Ends, or do the;Buſineſs, of che Go= 


yermmeny . by/ſicting in, Paryament, as the 
Law-expeats/a9d, requires, that all the Biſhopy - 
their Exerciſe of! Pivine Offices, they muſh 
uadeniably- (lie. nndes/ 2 Rong. Byaſs, and 
Temptation. of inftilling dangerous Dodtines, 
and Pripcipes inconſiſtent - with 'the Peace 
aad/ Securicy of the; Kingdoms. Can ic bg 
luppoſed . then, that any [National Goyern: 


Went. wangs. . a ſufficient and competer? o fur 


thority of removing ſuch Biſhops. from their 
Sees, and of pujting. ofher. Orthodox Bis 
ſhops in their Room 2 And pwſt They 25k 


the Clergy's Leaye £9 do this Oc muſt chey 


borraw 4.  comperens. Authority, .trom. the 
Cungc# to dg this effeaually 1 Miſerable 


' are. the. Princes, who are in; ſuch a Caſe! 
| Weetched is: the Kingdom chat WAntS 4 cams 


petent Authority. to. do any Thing which ap- 
xd neceſſary £0. be dang with, any of its 
H 


Subjeds, 
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Subjeas; of what Order ſoever, to ſuppor i it 
ſelf, and preſerve its own Authority. Who 
then can believe that Almighty Gop ever 
intended this 2 Thoſe who obje& againſt the 
_ Validity of ſuch a Depri vation, ſhould confi- 
or two Things: 


1. Tyan hats is no Perſecution of 
Chriſtianity in it. Had thoſe Biſhops been de- 
prived for any Dodrines or ' Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, it would have looked more 
plauſibly on their Side, and might with more 
Reaſon have- been called Perſecution. Or, 
if upon their Deprivation, their Diftris and 
Sees had been left deſtitute of Orthodox Bi- 
ſhops regularly :conſecrated to perform the 
Divine Offices, as others had done before 
them : This would .have made a great Alte- 
ration in the* Caſe; + But when it is for an 
avowed DilſaffeRion tothe eftabliſhed Civil 
Government, and judged: neceſſary for the 
Security of it; that Neceſſity proves it lawful 
and anſwers all Obje&ions that can poſlibly 
be brought againſt it. ' And therefore, to pre- 
tend that ſuch a Deprivation is not walid, as 
to the People living within their Diftrias of 
ſuch deprived Biſhops, becauſe it is not Ca- 
monical ; is in effe& ſaying nothing at all. 
For Deprivation ſignifies nothing to the 


Purpoſe, 


- 


.__EccresmsrIca AuTronTY. 


-Hiepolk, if it+does not in the» Effe&s: of 
it;zbind all the Conſciences of the Subjects 


to + difown' the- Authority - of - the! Perſons 


ſo deprived ; and” diſcharge' them from all 


'Obligations 'of - future Submiſſion to, and 


\Communion with them, This is'a Power 
without which . Civil Government cannot 
ſand : and\therefore Secular Powers muſt 
+e-granted to have a competent Authority to 
All fuch Purpoſes; or elſe they 'are not only 
| SubjeAs'and Inferiors, but even Slaves to their 


Houſly-on the Good-will and Favour of their 
\Clergy,whether they ſhall fit eaſy and fafe on 
their Thrones, or no. And all the Laws, and 
Canons; and Conſtitutions of the-Cuvacn, if 
they be. wiſe, and good, and chriſtian, muſt 
be\made with a due Regard and Subſerviency 
tothis End, or elſe they loſe all their Validity, 
-and are'to be looked upon as Nothing. For 
this is 2 ſure. Principle never to-be-difputed,' 
'Thit all National Governments have as ſuf- 
ficient and competert an Authority to do every 
Thing which is neceſſary to -preſerve the 
STaTz, asthe Biſhops and Clergy can have 
' for'the Support! of Rz11610N and the 
Cunvnxcn. 
'Anv if this Authority will ade to the 
valid Deprivation of the diſaffeed,; and dif- 
'H 2 loyal 
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 Nhiritual Sovereigns, and muſt | depend -preca- - 


+; Dr. Hickes 


"#t performs no: valid As of Prioftdovd:;" their Proy- 


"tut: off fromthe" Chureh' of Chriſt, roan bave 10 
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oyal *Gbvernors of *the'Ghuirch, the -pldin 
-Conſequence of ir is, Thar mall ihe !SubjeRs 


»of 'rhie Kingdomarein!DatryandtGonſcience 
'diſcharged from-any farther fpiritial-Rela- 


-tion.to, or Communion wittvthe Perſ6ns'fo 
:deprived.| What is it thenithat our Nonepuror: 
mean by 'Exclaiming againſt this;even-astho' 
it were a-Sin-againft the »Holy'Ghoſt? To 


-tell-the World, 'Fhat all other»Bifſhops, 'who 
will not -adhere to ' the :deprived' ones, «#n 


-er5 are Sing"and their Sacraments, m0 Sarramoits, 
"ind their 'eAbjolution, "Null, - und" of "no | Force 
'That/albother, Chriftians, ' who rare not 1 
the Communid6n of the deprived'Biſhops,- at: 


*Beme furrhy His Promiſes, 110 reAffiſbance | of -His 


\Grace;ud Merty'thto HicBlod: Nay; that ialths 


they'die Martyrs for Chriſt, yetce Martyrdom it 
-felf cannot "make amends for this Sin. Ita Stran- 
ger to 6ur Goſpel-were to heat this} ke would 
-certainly conclude, that Chriſtianity aimed 
'at Nothing more than :the-Exaltation -of 'the 
:Cnvuxcx's Power; and-that Nothing greater 
-was required to Salvation;i'tharito:own theſe 
-deprived Biſhops : to! be-the»#Hedds i of 1 it. 
Whereas, in Truth, the Commitlion given, 


45 only to. ypreach-che-Goſpel;/'to adwiniſter 


the 'Sacraments,” and-ro excreile: fach- Offices, 
Dy 5 and 
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 ihnll faith Powers, /2s ſhill'be-necefſizty'ro the 

' Propagition' of the Chriſtian © Retipion': 
Without arry 'Chetk upon Secular \Potentares 
Ti chiir Atminiftration'of Civit Government, 


ot #ny Exemption” from their Jurifliion. 
They 'Bave 'no Hurbirity "bar interferes "with 
Civil Powere. Fo'confitm' all' which, ir 'muft 
4#60be- forgotten, 

* 2. Trar in this Deprivation the Sri 
took 'away no Power which the Cav k cn 
wily\andptopetlyſpething: "gives. -Dr.*Hickes 
tndeed, irfinuaces,” p.22y4. That as only Biſhops 
botve'from"Chrift a Right toordain; fo «they only 
bave a Right to deprive one another. But this Ar- 
_ (punientis formed with more Canningthan 
Iroporntey,: and *rHhie Oppoſition is *not fairly 
put. 'Tr\ſtrouldnot have'beerr between Ordin 
ing and Depriving ; but Ordaining*and Drepoſng 
from the Sacred Order of the Prieſthood. In 
\the onetths Cnvron eives, ir the other She 
_ takes away Her ſpiricual.Aothority. Bar*De- 
priving is of another Nature ; it leaves the 
Pebfons -221t! the Cacholick Authority which 
theC+y xc'k give, ifthey ean HndPlaces 
where they may "lawfully Exerciſe ir; arid 
only reſtrains: them. 'from'doing fo in fach 
and filgh : Dominions. Icis chiefly Remo- 
vingorhem from the Diſtrifts/and Sees «which 
- = 50a bf. the'Secular Powers, my pee 
y 
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: by from all Right to: the Exerciſe of their 


Spiritual; Offices, among apy of the King's 
Subjeas, And if Kings and Princes have not 
a competent Authority to. do this, they. are too 
weak:[to ſtand, and; conſequently, much 
weaker than. Go.v and Cxrisr. ever in- 
tended that Civil Goyernment ſhould be. | 

T xx chief ObjeRtions to, what is here dg- 
livered, are theſe three. 


+ I, Ir-is pleaded, That there is. ſuch:@ Divine 
Relation between a Biſhop and the People of bis 


 Diſtrift, 45.n0 a Powers can take away. 


1l. Tx ar the Authority in hinitual Aﬀairs, 
here allowed: to Kings and Princes, is contrary to 


- #he Prattice and. Principles! of | the firſt three 
Heng aka 


IL, I this is bringing the: Church and 
its Clergy into Slavery. | 


Ef As- to the Divine Relation ntetended to 
be berween , a Biſhop and the - People: of 
his See or Diſtri&; Pray, how-comes that 


about? It is-compared, . I know, by ſome 
' Men/it0, «Marriage. But: who! made that 


Match, or gave. the: divine SanRion-to the 
Contract? att ng true, how comes 
there 
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there to be ſo many common Cauſes of Di. 
vorce?- In ſhort, this is the Notion of 'thoſe 
only,” who make every Thing that has been 
occaſionally done by che Governors of the 
Church, to have been done by a divine and 
unchangeable Authority. But the only Way 
to judge. rightly of this Matter, is,'to'con- 
ſider what is the original Ground of that Rela- 
tion, and by whoſe Deſighation and Autho- 
rity.it has been made. Now asto this, 


1x; IB8ireve, that every Body will grant, - 


+ Thatiin promoting Biſhops to ſach and ſuch 
Sees,and Clergymen totheir Diſtricts or Pa- 
riſhes, a Regard ought, and will be had, to 
the Sentiments and the Judgment of. the 
Spicitual Governors of the Church-z-who, as 
I ſaidabove, in Conſequence of their Com- 
miſfion from Caxrsr to plant and govern it, 
muſt be ſuppoſed Inveſted with a Truf as to 
the ſpiritual. Qualifications of the Perſons to 
be employedin Holy Offices. And:this Care, 
and Truſt, and juſt Authoricy, they are ſup- 
poſed to diſcharge in their Admiflion' of 
Perſons into Holy Orders. In which they 
have Authority to provide, that no'Perſons 
unqualified, ſhould - be admitred-into {the 
Service of Gop. But then, when the Church 
has effecually taken this Care, -it mult. Cer- 


. tainly be granted alſo inthe | 
HAY 2. "CEA 
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2+ Second Ploce, T4 ar Chiiftian: Pripces 
and a Truſt alſo. comminted to: Them in pro- 
viding proper Spirizval Guides and Paſtors for 
their People. And where they have both an 
Intereſ and. a Traf, it will be very: hard to 
ſay, that they have no Authority, Suppoſe 
that the Governors of the Curr qu ſhould in» 
cline ta appoint fuch Perſons as the:'S Ta7z 
can have nq Canfidence in, or no Security 
from, muſt they be allowed: no- Apthioricy, - 
even. where their Peace and Safety appear to 
be very deeply concern'd? Sure this is too 
unreaſonable and abſurd to be believed. Or, 
282in, Suppoſe that the Governors of the 
 Cavacn ſhould be careleſs, and negle@ pro- 
viding for their-Sees, would not the Tempo- 
ral Powers be bound to ſupply that Defea, 
and to take Gare that the People ſhould: not 
want proper Guides and Paſtors ?/ It: is abs 
ſurd then to think, thar'they  have-no Au- 
thority in a Matter which they are bound in 
Conſcience to take Care of. -Now: 2s all 
this ſeems very agreeable to: common Rear 
ſon ; let us go on, and conſider . 


3- W# ar has been the: Practice of the 
Cavrkcn in this Particular... And here we 
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ſhall fnd,” thac generally ſpeiking,” every 
One'who' appeared to'have an Thtereſt in 
the Managemefnit of Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs were 
allowed" to- have -an "Influence, and 'foms 
Power in the: Deſignation of 'the Srirar to 
be employed irifuch a Place or Diftri&.” 

+ 'T ne"CHurcn' commits a Catholick' Pow: 

er. of Authority in Conſecration or Octiiria- 
tion; which Authority is <0 be exerciſed {o 
far” as lawfully it may; thro the whole 
Cavrch of 'Cxr157; without any Afi; ion- 
metie'of 'this' or thar'patticiilar Furiſditivn: 
So/ the 'Form of Conſeeration runs with os : 
Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt for the Offict and Work 
of # | Biſhop i in the Church of Go'D. And chat 
fuch' wis'the Manner of Primitive Ordifaci- 
otis, the'Reverend'and very Learned Dr: Pat- 
rer/ now Lord Biſhop of Oxford, proves from 
hence, That Miniſters were then ſomerimes 
ordained without any Deſignation at all to 
particular*Diſtrids. And "indeed. without 
this 'general Commiſſion in Orditiacion, Tu 
© notſee how they could be faids b&idveſted 
with a' "Spiricual Power or Authority thrb* the 
Whole Chrifian Church. This Power then be- 
ing this convey'd by the Chureb; the Defig- 
nation'of the Perſons ro this or that Particu- 
lar Diftri, was made feveral Ways.” In the 


Ayoftic Time, —_ and ſach Perfons were 
I 7." Jon 
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ſent by them to ſach and ſuch Cities, and 
great Towns, to miniſter therein, and go- 
vern the  Cnvrcn' according to. the DireQi- 
ons given. But afterwards the Clergy of the 
vacant Dioceſe ſometimes choſe their own 
Biſhop, and ſometimes the eldeft Presbyter: 
ſucceeded in Courſe. But then, to ſhew that 
every Thing which the Biſhops and Clergy 
at that Time did, was not done by a Divine 
Authority : What was ſometimes done in this 
Afﬀair by the Clergy,was ſometimes done by 
the Peoplealſo, when the Biſhops of another 
Province advanced any new Biſhop'to a va- 
cant See, it was always done with the Con- 
ſent and Approbation of the People.  Ulſual- 
ly this Approbation and Conſent: of the Peo- 
ple washad, asto the Perſon, before his Con- 
ſecration. The forementioned Right Reve- 
rend Biſhop has cited a Paſſage out of the 
vii” Book of the Apofolical Conſtitutions, C. 4. 
in which itis decreed, "That ſuch s Biſhop uf 
be ordained as was elefted by the People for bis emi- 
nent Merit, and their Conſent was to \be a third 
Time asked. And to the ſame Purpoſe there 
are. ſeveral Paſſages in St. Cyprian, whereby 
ic plainly appears, that the People - had ſo 
much Authority, that they were uſually con- 
ſulted, and their Vote and Conſent asked in 
the Deſignation of the Biſhop that was to. 
preſide 


# 
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preſide.over them. Which ſhews moſt plain- 
ly, that ſuch a Deſignation was not made 
by the divine appropriated Powers of the Bi- 
ſhops and Clergy only. And itis very well 
known, that what the People had at the' Be- 
ginning, came by Degrees into the Hands of 
Kings and Princes. They had the Nomi- 
nation. of Biſhops to their ſeveral Sees ; and 
I would therefore have a very good Reaſon 
given, why thoſe Rulers whothad Authority 
. in Promoting them, ſhould' not- be allowed 
. the ſame in Removing them. . Or how ſugh! * 
ry Removal can: be called an / Iawaſion of the: 
ſacred Rights of the Prieſthood 5 when they were 
promoted by. the Election or Nomination of 
the Laity, as well as of the Biſhops ? 

I Know it will be ſaid, That all this was 
only a prudent Condeſcention and Compli- 
ance with the People of their Flock, without 
any Authority, But to this I anſwer, Does 
not | Voting, and Elecing, and' an almoſt 
conſtant and eſtabliſh d Uſage of Conſign- 
' inig Perſons to ſuch and ſuch Diſtrias by 
Voting and Eleing, look like 'a' good Der 
gree of Authority in the Matter ? And would 
the Fathers of the Church have ſuffered all 
this, if they had had the ſame Notions with 
ſome in our Days ? Would they have conde- 
—— ſo far, if they had known-it to bg 
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an invaſion; ofthe Cuuicn's: Independent Pow- 
ers, No certainly;::their Practice in 'this 
Calc, is 2 ſufficiept;Demoaſtration that they 
had.,no-ſugh;Semviments, van} bs 
-Anp indeed; how ſhall we judge; or how 
ſhall we;know what are the Crvacn's pecu- 
liar, Rights, [and what not;;: bit! bythe 
Words , of Gazx1s7's Commiſſion, /and the: 
Practice iof the:-moſt' Primitive: Churches 
thereupon? The: Performance” of (thoſe | Sa- 
cred Offices whichC az1s7-by” His Commiſ- 
" fig: has caken away from 'the-Civil Powers, 
and velted-inia diſtin Orderi6f Men, | we 
own--to be:the- peculiar- Authorities of the\ 
Cav rc: And accordingly, the Primitive 
Fathers did-not'allow the Laity #6 have Au-' 
thority: therein! They! never condeſcended 
ſaifar-as to ſuffer/them either -to'conſecrare 
the Eucharjſt;-0t tolayion' Hands/iti Ordina-: 
tion: | Whettherefore as to the/Defſignation' 
of Biſhops: ro: fuchrand ſuch'particular Di-: 
iticts,- CHRrIsT's Commiſſion' gives no Re-" 
ſtraining. or. Appropriating Rules ar all, and 
the conſtant. Praftice-of the Civic has 


| been. to admit the Laicy to have/ an Iweref- 
and. a Fete therein,. and to promote by their / 
Eledion;,,,I do not: know what can confure.' 
the Claim, of a Divine Relation; 'and an Iy- 

dependent: Apthority herein, if this will not. 
{+ e | I 3, 
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Ix then the Deſignation of Biſhops and 
Clergymen co their ſeveral--Diftriats/ be no 


Rights '3 certainly the Removal or Depriva- 
tion of ſuch Perſons,- can'be no' Invdfion of 
them 3 'becauſe- doubcleſs they 'who have a 
competent Authority to promote,” muſt be al. 
lowed-to have the ſame alſo to Remove.” © 
Tz Concluſion ' of the Whole then, is; 
There is-no- ſuch 'Thing/ in our Days'as a 
Clergyman's' having a Divine Right to his 
Diftria His Claim' and Right is wholly Hu- 
man and Legal ; founded on the Laws of the 
Eand, and che eſtabliſhed” Conftitadions of 
tis:Ononent and Coltitery in which we live, 
Conſequently thei; what the $r Ts does in 4 
legal'Way- in ſuch Deptivations, is done by a 
compirnt Authority 3'it is Valid in all Reſpeas; 
and-binds the Conſciences of 4lf Men,” "Ie 
Conducted; homes 
latter(; Je - makes 'ie"our Duty 'to' adtiere to 
ſucki Biſhops; aint ſach Caſes," the Laws of 
the: Land regulatly- advance :* And it makes: 

our: __ to the 'Commiinion' of the” 

land 


Part ofthe 'C nr vokcu's ſacredand wnalienable 
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eee ſecond Objedtion is, That what 
I have here: advanced, ſcems not to: agree 


wich the Prodiice and Principles of the Cauacy 
for the firſt three hundred. Years. 


As to. the Praftice.of the;Cuvncn in 
thoſe Times, I have in ſome. Meaſure thus 
accounted for it already. That it proceeded 
from the, Exigencies; and. Neceſſity of. Affairs 
at the Time when the'Chriſtians were eicher 
under, Perſecution, and ſo; were conſtrained 


to a& in; Oppoſition,.to..their Secular Go- 


vernors, becauſe Chriftianicy could not other- 
wiſe. be propagated ::Qr.elſe, it was done 
under the Connivance and Permiſſion of fuch 
Tewporal Powers, In gither of, which Caſes, 
what was neceſſary to be. done by che Biſhops 
and Governors, of the Cuuacu for the Pro-. 
motion of the Chriſtian; Religion, they un- 


_ Coubtedly had a Divine Right and Authority 


from Gop to.do. . But then, in ſuch Caſes, 
the Cavxcadid not claim a Divine Authori- 
ty of Excluding the Juciſdiftion of the 'Em- 


- perors and Secular Governars;. but they. ex- 
cluded. themſelves, by. refuſing .to , intermed- 
dle in;this Government. Even. the mildeſt 


of the Heathen Emperors, who, as Tertullian 
rells us, e pol. cap. v. forbid the Chriſtians 
to be enquired after, or perſecuted, ſeem to 

have 


OE 


* 
ECCLESIASTICAL. ' AUTHORITY. 


have dealt with them, only as Galljo the De> 
pity'of Achaia did, 1 will be no Fudge of ſach 
Matters." [When therefore the Chriſtian Bi- Is. 
ſhops and/Clergy were fo far either” neglec. 
ted, or favoured by their Heathen Governors 
eo be lefe rotleniſiives;; they had Nothing 
more; todo than to make wiſe Laws, and 
proper Canons, and ſee them duly execuced: 
And if againſt thoſe, who among themſelves 
were mutinous, and turbulent, and ſchiſma- 
tical, they AIR the juſt Obligation of theic 
SanQions, forth very emphari 

the Diſorder and Guile of thoſe who rot 
Caſes revalced from their proper Biſhop, and 
deſpiſed 'his Authoricy, and ſeparated from 
his. Communion ; they certainly Argued 
ery -juſtly,' and ARed very righely. 7 All 
Chriſtians were bound in Conſcience tocon- 
form themſelves to ſuch good and wile Rules, 
and to ſubmit to ſuch juſt and lawful Autho- 
| rity/ But whac is all! chis, ro the Rights of 
the Temporal Powers, whoſe Authority does 
not appear ſo much as once to have fallen 
under their Debates for the firlt thres han-' 
. dred Years. | © | 
 /Watn the Romans had conquered Fades, 
they | yer lefe the Fews in a great Meaſureto 


the Management of 'their own Civil Go- 


rernment. * And what" Herod,” or the high. 
Pricft 


» 
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Prieft/ and the Sonbedrim, in ſuch Caſes; en 
; Enice:to be obeyed; and:it was a Sin to beaiu- 
tinous and ſeditious againſt them: Bit ſure this 
Privilege could never be extended to the ex- 
cluſionof the Power-and Authority of the Re- 
mas Empetors. So here, the Rowan: Emperors 
put the Chriſtians under a Neceflity "of A&- 
ing independently ot».che Temporal Power, 
becauſe 'they would nor concern themſelves 
therein. But 1  not' at all-prove, that 
therefore all Secular Powers muſt for ever be 
excluded. I am 'amazed therefore; to find 
ſuch a Fondneſs," as I 'do; for the Rules and 
Sentiment: of the Cyprianick «Agt in this Con- 
troverly ;'/I cannot\/but ſmile 'at:Mens At- 
wmpts.co:' determine 'it by the Praftice and 
Principles of St.:Cyprian, or any other Father 
of choſe Times. | All that they ſay, is 'out of 
the: Queſtion, and foreign to the-[Purpoſe. 
They. only plead the: Power and Authority 
of the Church's Sandions among themſelves ; 
and! the Guile of ſeparating from the; Com- 
munion of their Biſhops, while there was no 
other who would meddle in the-Govern- 
ment. of- it... In. ſuch Caſes, theirs was' the 
only. proper: Authority. to be regarded ; be- 
cauſe the Secular, Powers had declined all Ju- 
—_— thergin."\ But. this. is. no. more_a 
p Proof 
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Pi6of thin the Abchority of Kings and Princes 
hifi for ever be excluded from all Eccleſiaſti- 
& Aﬀaits; that the Decrtes of Hired, and 
die Jewiſh Sebbelrin,” are a Proof that Tulle 
2hd eAughſt Exſar had tio Authority it 
Jules. 
Writ ſhall we lay then to Dr. Hickes, 
ho wotlaſend all Chriftian' Emperors and 
; to theſe very Timesto kearn new Lef- 
- and "to know from theſe Examples | 
aHat Poe Hey 6 
Afrirs ?'"Cer thisis a very odd Way of 
" Arguing, That” becauſe Heathen Emperors 
wonld 'nit nieddle with che Government of 
the Chrif7as Chireb, therefore Chriftian Kings 
4nd Princes 14ft not. As tho"rlieNegleds and 
Diſregards of the one, were to be a Bar and 
an Incerdie 1o che juſt Rights and Claims of 
the other. "Thr thivis ths Trurh of the Caſe, 
that: chere 48-710 more than-this in ir, 


will be undeniably plain and clear, 

3. Fxou regen Conceflions and large 
Conpliances that "the Chriſtian Biſhops and 
Glergy ſoon "made when the Roman Empe- 
rors: favoured .their Incereſt, and interpoſed - 
their Authority in the Managethent and' Set- 
tlement-of the of the;Cuurcn. If 
the Pritnitive Fathers had had the ſame Sen- 
' timencs wich De. Hickes anid his Friends, as'to 


the Citvxcn's Divine Right to an Indeptndent- 
K. ' eAuthotity; 


to exerciſe in Eccleſiaſtical Prop. 26. 
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eAwuthority ; it is impoſlible. that they ſhould 

have given in.to the Authority and Juriſdiai- 

on of the -Emperors, -as they. are found to 

| have done... And whether they will impute 

it to the Ignorance-of the Primitive Chriſti- 

ans, or whether they will make them the 

firſt Betrayers of the Caxuvrcn's ſacred Rights, 

I leave to themſelyes ; let: them account for 

it as they pleaſe, I am contented to obſerve, 

Author. «from a very learned Treatiſe of our preſent 
Chriſtian oreat and good Archbiſhop,who-has ſupport- 


Prin.'& 2. 


Se#. 4. ed his Aſertions with Authorities which are 


MC 5 indiſputable, That no ſooner did the * Chri- 


{tian Emperors concern themſelves-in the Af- 

* c4/eb. fairs of the Church and the Government of it, 

it Conſt. : - 

77, 717 but the Biſhops admitted them to ſummon 
c.6, 7,10, | , Councils 
I2, 13,17. ' | | qr» 
Contanſtine called "the / firſt general Council by his Imperial! 
Authority, appointed the City Nice in. Birhynia for the Place of 
their Meeting, and on the Day ſet for opening the Synod he 
came and fat among them, and Reaſoned wich chou! and compo- 
ſed their Differences. |; PTE.» 0245, 6% 

Ibid. Lib. IV. c. 4*, 43. He ſummoned” another Council 
to mect at! Tyre. A. D335 3/:and 'Threatned ;| thoſe who 
diſobey'd his Summons, with Baniſhment, ar Eje&ment ouc 
of his Sce;' afrerward he adjourned it to Jeruſalem. To this 
Council Arhenoſiur came in gore Obediendeto the Emperor, 
and appealed from-it to his Authority.  _ . 

14. Lib, I; E." 44. Euſebins commends Conflantine for his Piety 
and Religious Care.in all this. ot avtanet; 

Dr. Cave. Hiſt. Lit. Vol. 2p. 152. In the gfcmbly at Car- 
m_ * D. 41 - | ami me Aa Emperors Commi y_ di- 
rected the Manner of their Proceeding, appointing Se Biſho 
only of a Side to enter into” Die; an Fin the TOR" have Sem 
rence in favour of the Orthodex:| 'And when'upon MarcelSine: his 
Death the Donstifts would have had. all that had been done m 
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Councils by their Imperial Authority ; to ap- 
point the Time and Place of their Meeting . 
todiret the' e Hatter to be- treated on, and 
the Manner of their Proceeding. To Preſide 
in, and \ Regulate their Debates; to exerciſe 
eAutbority over their Declarations and Ca- 
nons, ſometimes to Pevoke, and ſometimes 
to Suſpend their Decrees. Sometimes they 
| | not 
—_ ; Honorius confirmed their Decrees and made them Ys- 


Ib. p. 158, &'c- Upon the Feuds, and contrary Decrees in 
the Council of Epheſus, A. D. 431. between Jobs © Patriarch of 
Antioch, and Cyril of Alexandris againſt Neftorius, Theodoſius the 
Emperor commands all that had been done on both Sides to be 
reſcinded ; and upon a full and true Information of what had paſt, 
he confirm'd the Decrees made againſt Neftorivs- 

» As to Imperial Laws in Eccleſiaſtical Afairs I will mention 
a Few only out of the Code and Novels of Juftinion.. Cod. Lib. I. 
Tit. iti. cap. 8. If a Clergyman gave falſe Wirneſs, in a Pecu- 
niary COfife, he was to be ſuſpended frem at 5 Three Years ; 
if in a Criminal Cauſe, to be De from- the Prieſtly Office, 
may ey nudatur, Oc. ib. alt 
| "Novel, Coll. ix, Tit. Vi. 123. Cap. x. reyman playing at 
Tables, or ſtanding by to lay Wagers, or look on, was to be ſuf- 
{09-2490 three Years ; jubemuws tribus anni, 4 venerabili Mini- 

'o probiberi. ib. c. 17. AH] Hes: 

He chat ſhafl Lat, or take Money to procure the EleQion or 
Ordination of a Miniſter, was to be degraded ; 8 grade Sacerdotij 
rerahatur. ib. c. 31. p 
_ A Biſhop not Confocrated according to ſome particular Impe- 

» rial FO an prin was to be depoſed. Jubemus hunc emnibus mpais 
Epicſopats depelli, Novel. ix. Tit. Vii 123, 7 

- A- Presbyter. ordained before examination, 'if he had been 
accuſed as unfit, was to be depoſed,” '« Sarerditio repellatur 
C2, Fx b 1 Hip. bg 

- A; Biſhop deſertiog his See and not rerurning 'in a ſet Time 


ME 


; 


Was to be- ved, Ab Epi tu expelli. ib. C. I 4 4 —_ 
bis nibop alot ge retry any without thearin 
his Cauſe, the Perſon unjuſtly excommunicated ſhall be Abſo 
ved by another Presbyrer, and he rhat unjuſtly excommuni;are 


him, ſhall pimſelf be excommunicated. ib; c. 11 if 


— 


_——— 


Wi "Es SSA 7 on Fe ” 


not only _ Laws - about Church Go 
ernment, witholt the Clergy. 3 but even 
regulated their Qualifications, and puniſhed 
their Miſcarciages; fometimgs with Com 
mands to. the Church to Degrade-them, and 
ſometimes to Excommunicats'em. They took 
upon them to.judge of the Controverſies be- 
zween the Biſhops ; ſuſpended ohe, and ft 
up another; and threaten'd the Refractory 
with Deprivation, if they but difpated the Au- 
thority of their Summons, "Theſe Things 


oy they did ſometimes at the Requeſt of the 
'Cavkcn, and often with hearty Thanks for 


what they had done.” And thoſe Ages knev 
no. ſuch Thing asdifputing the competent eAu- 
zbority by which they aQed, or the Yalidity o 


_ their. Sentences; fo oth as Nothifig was 


done by them to'the Detrimetit of the Chi. 
ſtian Faich or Religion. This ſhews moſt 
plainly, that whar was praiſed by the Inde- 


_ Authority of the "RIP! and Cler- 


Cheifhn 


A Biſhop permitting a 
was. tobe diprived; an rg 
\ May wr was to be de 
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0- gyfor the ficſt three hundred Years, was on- 
-) ly out of Neceſſity, and not in a Claim of any 
ed Divine Righe'co exclude the Secular Powers. 
o -Avp now I come to the 

} 7:4 7 i BME | 

k DIL AxplaſtObje&ion. | Some are apt to 
F think the Principles I advance too prejudicial 
« to theCnuvnicu#'s Intereſt and Advantage, 
} that they tend too much to opprefs and en- 
Þ- 


ſlave Her. But F hope, I have noe laid my 
p felf open deſervedly to any ſuch Charge. I 
have granted it 2 divine unalienable Right 
to- che Holy Offices of all Religious Miniftra- 
tions, to. the Power of the Keys and to Or- 
dination. I have allowed it a natural and 
; common Right to all the general Powers of 
© Government, and owned that by Virtue of 
Cuxtsr's Commiſſion, it has a Truſt uſe- 
faleo it in all its Exigencies ;-and an Autho- 
| rity ro do every Thing in the Exerciſe of its 
Spiritual Powers, that is neceſſary to be done 
for che Propagation and Support of the Chri- 
tian Religion. Where then is the Slavery 
or Oppreffion in theſe Principles ? Or what 
is it that we can by the Authority of Gop 
and Cun1s: chim more? Other Privile- 
Ss and Authorities, may be granted to it by 


STATE: Bur of its own. Right, I am 
not 
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not convinced that it can pretend to more 
than theſe: 

I A », in. Truth, vary ſenſible; that the 
Clergy are in ſome Mens:Eſteem and Opini- 
on very low and mean ; and I hope, I ſhall 
alway - carry a ready Inclination. to do my 
Endeavour to ſupport. both-the Honour and 
the true Intereſt of the Order. But, as all 
the Contempt that we ſeem to-lie under,' is 
either with. Men of profligate Principles, and 
wicked Lives, whoſe Reproaches can do us 
but little. or no Harm; or elſe with- thoſe, 
who take Offence at our Carriage and Con- 
duR : So Nothing certainly will go - farther 
to raiſe .our Character, and.promote our In- 
tereſt, and engage Kings and States /to en- 
truſt us with additional Honours and Powers, 
than our Prudence and Piety, and Modeſty, 
and great Humility, which are none of them 
inconſiſtent with a due Regard to our juſt Au-. 
thority. And while theſe Virtues and Graces 
are found to ſhine thro' all our Conduc, we 
may vindicate our real Rights without any 
Scandal or great Offence. - But if we be 
vain and imprudent in our Behaviour ; trou- 
bleſome and. turbulent in qur ConduR, and 
graſp at, Power and Authority i in the Church, 
only to ſupport FaRtious Parties, and to raiſe 
Tumults and Seditions gain the Stars: All 


this 
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this will really do us harm, The Atverlary 
will not fail ro make all the Advantages that 
they. can of it; and we thus give them too 
juſt 2 handle thereto. And this which is diſa- 
greable to the'true Temper and Spirit of the 
Goſpel, will have yet'a worſe influence to 
our'mighty Diſadvantage. It will make us 
cheap and' mean /in'the Eyes of thoſe: Wiſe 
and Good : Men, by whoſe deſerved Favour 
and.Intereſt the Dignity | and: Character of 
our Holy Order! ſhould be ſupported. | 

. Lex. any Man of common Underſtand. 
ing-judge what the World will think or ſay 
of thoſe Claims and Preteniſions to Divine 
Power and Authority,which apparently mini- 
ſter only to Ambition,and Pride,and Faction ; 
bur/are not at all ſerviceable to the Intereſt 
of true/Religion. Such are the Pretences that 
have ſooften mentioned already-of the Gover- 
nors.of the Church being Spiritual Kings,Prin- 
ees, Lords, Legates, and ſupreme: Monarchcin the 
Church Regent, inſtcad of the Church Militant ; » 
- and having a Share of Curisr's:Kingh'Powen 
in bis. ſpiritual. Kingdom, as :well as: of his 
Prieſthood. In conſequence of this, : to-make 
all Chriſtian Kings, and-Princes, /and States, 
their. ſpiritual Inferiors and Subjeds 9 from 
whom, Submiſſion and Obedience is to: be ex- 


pected in all Religious Macters, underthe Pe- 
nalty 


) 
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id of Excomimunication, and eonſigning 
thetn over tothe Devil. 

-1vthe' Natne' of Gop; whit Advanti 
will all this be to Religion ? How naturally 
do ſiich ' Pretenfions pur Matrikind upon en- 
quicing, What Uſe the Clergy tive made 
of this Authority in Times paſt, when they 
had it in their Hands? And when vwpon 
ſeveral Paflages and Inftances in Hiftory, 
they can tell us, that thro' this very Power, 
Religion has been depraved and cortupted 
by the Clergy themſelves, 'who claim it ; 
What Advafitage will this be co the Honour, 
and Credit, and Reputation of our Holy Ot- 
der ? Will not-every n&torious Miſcarriage 
committed under.the-Covert of 4 Dzvine Pow- 
&r from Chrift in all Spiritudl Cauſes; oecaſion 
kis whole Commiſfion to be evil fpoken of, 
and cutn the very Name of vine Right ifito 
Banter andRidicule,and a/Name of Contempt 
and Deriſion; and give too plauſible Ground 
- for the'ſcandalous Imputacion of Prieſfteraft ? 
Who' muſt 'bear -the Blame of all 'this?: To 
whomis all this Contempr of the Clergy to be 
iniputed ?,- In too great a Meaſure, to che 
blameable Arrogance, and boundleſs Ambiti- 
on, and ſpiritual 'Pride: of ſome: Clergy men. 
Mankind often fall 'the'lower, by aſpiring 
WE The Name of the Virgin Mary was 


always 
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Foot at firſt. . And, if all _—_ 
. ſexving and ſupporting the ? ; Cauſe; 


Fw in > io and —_— Af. 


: Revolution. And as it ,was then firſt 
ſet on foot by the No-jurors in Defence ofthe 


Deprived Biſhops and in Oppoſition to King 


WiLL1an and his Government :So has it ever 
fince been chiefly held up by thoſe who have 
had little or no Aﬀection for, our National 
Eſtabliſhment | and. Conſtitution from that 
Time. And the Scandalous Part of /a}l this 
Scuffle in Controverſy, and a Schiſmatical 
Separation from our Cuuxca,. is. not 
e,on the Account of our Holy Religion, 
in Deny of phe, Powers by which chat 
5 but. only, in Behalf of 
ny pardcalat Men, and by thoſe. who 
re s feſſedly in the Intereſt of the Preten. 
'and who hare. Nothing more, ar Heart 

| Then ſs and unreaſonable Schiſm 
in the Cavacs to, diſpoſe the Hearts of the 
Exglift People, to, another Rebellion againſt , 
the STazz. Had it nor been for the ſervicea- 
bleneſs of this Do&rine, to breed Auch.Con- 
fuſions among us, .and-to throw us, into Fac- 
cions and. ſeditions, it /had never been ſec on . 


| had 
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had not been. baffled and made ineffectual, it 
had never: been revived now. For while they 
had Hope from other Means, Theſe were 
laidaſleep. - And if Men' were” not blinded 
and infatuated above all Meaſure : This is 
Demonſtration clear enough, that' no ſuch 
Eccleſiaſtical Power can be-given by Go v 
and Curisr, The foremention'd Conceſſion 
of our Adverſaries being a moſt certain and 
indiſputable Truth : That Chrift bas given no 
eAwbority to bis Church, that can interfere with 
the Civil Powers. 

. T. o,make an end ; Ichink I have plainly 
and clearly proved, thacaltho'by CurrsT's 
Commiſſion the Divine Offices of all Chriſti- 
an Religious Miniſtrations are Appropriated 
to the Biſhops and Clergy only : Yet the Ge- 
neral Governing Powers of this Divine 'So- 
ciety are not. That astheſe belong to it 0n- 
ly of that Common Right which naturally be- 
longs to all Societies, and as they are neceſſary 
to the Attainment of that End for which it 
was Inſticuted of Gov; ſoconſequently they- 
have nothing in 'em to exclude the Juriſdidti- 
on of temporal Governors. Becauſe thoſe rem- 
poral Governors have the very-ſame natural 
an}commonRight over all their SubjeRs,and 
in all Caſes and Cauſes, to 'do-every Thing 
na found neceſſary 'to the Support" 
DoS bs 


76 


_ "__ — —— — — — my 
— ————— - = 


AnES5aX ON \ 


————— — 


HC —— 


Aw 


and P reſervation of the STarz';'1which ks 
others can pretend co Claim .for-che Support 


and Preſervation. of the Cxvxcn.' Nay: far- 


ther, That it, woald: be! no certain Advan- 
tage: to Religion far the Cxv xcutobe poſ- 
{ed of ſuch Authoriry. Thar it would rob 
Kings and Princes of one 'great Branch of 
their Sovereignty zzand may be, and often has 
been, uſed to defeat ever their Civil Admini- 
{trations arid toſhake their Thrones; 'and to 
Ruin their Nominions, And in s' Word thar 
ſuctf an Independent Authority is Incompa- 
tible-with the Supremacy of Secular Princes, 
whoſe, Aﬀaics mult inevicably-be influenced 
and:controul'd thereby. Therefore too ſuch 
inconſiſtent Supremacies cannot be believed 
tq-be derived bath from Gop.' | 
..Ix-Confequence of all this, I have ſhew'd, 
That Pringes have:anAuthority both in the E- 
legion,and al{5'in the Deprivation of Biſhops, 
if chey be: diſloyal- and difaffe&ed to them, 
That without ſuch a Rower,Governmenc may 

be.mads-roo weak-to/ſubfit, and may be in 


Danger of being Overrurned by the Power of 


the Clergy, Thar as this is what Chrift's Com- 
mifkion neverwas intended for, ſoconſequent- 
ly.all uch Deprivarions made by the kegal An- 
thoricy of the-STATE are good and to'all 


Inzencs and Purpoſes, and oblige the/Conſci- 


_ ences of all the Sulyeds.  Awv 
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Trz Concluſion of all this is, That the 


Deprivation of the late Now-juring Biſhops was 
in all-refpetts Yaljd; that the People of their 
ſeveral Sees are thereby diſcharged from all 
Submiffion, and Duty, and ſpiritual Come 
union, and Relation toithem. | That they 
have no longer any lawful AuthMicy in our 
Cyvgcn's; but we as Chriſtians are boundito 
adhere.to the Religious Communion of thoſe 
whom the King by -the Laws of the Land 
ſhall Promote into their Places. And ins 
Word, that. the contrary Practice in leaving 
the Communion of this eſtabliſhed Cxvzcn, 
and ſetting up Religious Ailemblies under the 
| Pretended Authority of ſuch Deprived Biſhops 
or their. Adherents ; Is very Wicked and'fin- 
ful in. the Sight of G ov, and anundoubted 
Schiſm from the Communion of the Charch of 
England. 

IW:irts only add, heracekcs have been 
the conſtant Dodrines and Principles of-the 
Church of England from the Beginning of the 


favour of the Pretender and of Popery. 
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Natural Religion gives no Independent Autho- 
rity: to 'the Prieſthood, 4 

Chrifts\Commiſſion | appropriates only the Mini- 
Pration in Holy Offices, J 


- 1 The General Governing Powers of the Church, 


founded only on Common Rigbtr, and not Appro- 


Priated to the'Clergy by Chrift's Commiſſion, 8 
Therefore not to be Executed by an Authority In- 


dependent on on _ This proved by Six eAr- 
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Y 1!) Few "he nature Hf PR in Diſpute, II 
; There Chriſt bas not oppropriated the Power z 


the State is -ndt" excluded, "0d. 

Dr. Hickes admits this in Part, | I2 

b ; How the Chureb's preepded Independpney, js ro 
& | be underſtood, _ I6 
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